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THE NATURE OF GOD’S COVENANTS
(Robertson, pp. 3-15.)

5| E INTRODUCTION

HE (B PHEEM : Significance of the divine covenants in the Bible.
BE| EF AL, Explicit references: God made a covenant.

£l Gen. 6:18
18. RAERRUY , RERWE B8R T, 218, BEEAL .

£l Gen. 15:18
18. E3 A , BBMFEEGTHBEIN , R BEBRARNES , fRETERRAAT M |

H Ex. 24:8
8. EBEEMBEEMESL R "HRE, SEVHNNMm , SEMERE —FEAMINNE
%o 4

5F Psalm 89:3
3. REBRFFEMAILTH , IBNEAXRFETE,

HB Jer. 31:31
31. BRMIESR : BFAEE , REEUGHIRNPARE LFHH |

B& Luke 22:20
20. tREABRESEAR 8. TEFRRAROAINFHRARMERELRN. |

T4, =1TEE ? What is a covenant?
(EEfR) B z#i—1, Biblical history = a unified whole.

NRLFESDE (EEH ) BITHMmAE,

A covenant is a bond in blood sovereignly administered.
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1. #HEHEB-A COVENANT IS A BOND

HRTBEIESHEXN., A covenant is an inviolable bond

7R BETHMA, AR ANE (B NETXERE B, BR.
Etymology of the OT term for covenant — berith — proves inconclusive.
Yet, contextual usage of the term points consistently to “bond” or “relationship.”

VHEREFRIAN, Z—HARLEFHA. (DEBISN, )
Always a person (either God or man) making a covenant.

It is another person who stands as the other party of the covenant, with few
exceptions.

VR EERULBEN, EFEUIREILL.

The formalixzing element essential for the establishing of all divine covenants = A
verbal declaration of the character of the bond being established. God speaks to
establish his covenant.

EFEEMA (WEY ) BE , XaefES , BEMNBRANER (KT ).
He speaks graciously to commit himself to his creatures, and to declare the basis on
which he shall relate to his creation.

I

BE S s T =RKR

The prominence of oaths and signs — underlines fact that covenant = a bond-

VHNERESER : TRNAE N,

A binding oath — takes various forms.

(a) EE Verbal oath

£l Gen. 21:23, 24, 26

23. BREMRUNSEEEEZELFHREE , TEHARERNRF , YRV FH. RE
BESTHR , REUEREKESRERMTEEHNR.

24, BENER  RBEBREE,

26. SRHEKEIER | #HEESE , RTHE , (REREEHFR , SARTERT.

£l Gen. 31:53

53. BREEZENZEN EFNEBH LT  BRAMNKRN LT  £REPEHE. KBS
RIEFMRBUMAHRN LFRE
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HH Ex. 6:8
8. REBEFHMTMANE , MU BNl  RELHRMEES | S BibBGIRM
B¥ REOME,

H Ex. 19:8

8. BEFEBELZR: "AEMNERRY  RAPEYT,  EARSEENEEE
ERFIZE,

H Ex. 24:3,7

3. BEAETW, BBBNFENGCHRENAREGHE, REUEER . "EANEMBH
6, RMEPLBT, |

7. XEHNESKEHEE, MR "THMFEFRDHHN b ROAHXET.

B Deut. 7:8, 12

8. REAEBMEZ M , REEFtmRMSIEMENE , SAKRKENFREERMER ,
f&%ﬂﬂZ?&i&EWFﬂHﬁ%ﬁiﬁ&IE%E’J¥o

12. (RPRAERELHT  ETET, BNERLFHRLBUORIEFENEST
W, BERE,

B Deut. 29:13
13. 58 , WEBMAIRFIESNE , XRERFESHENE | USRS FTENE , 51
SRERI FR | MAELRI L35,

#E Bzek. 16:8
8. RAMREELCE , BREMNBREDTE  EHANGRIERS L | ESIRGRE ;
REREE | BIRESE | RRBRR, ERTHMERN,

(b) HEAITH : LUEXEILA Some symbolic action: Granting of a gift

£l Gen. 21:28-32

28. BHNZBELEREZZHE B,

20, EHKSWEEAER : REELER¥EEHE—K 2EESE

30. IR RERRFESIELE/REL  ERBEOHNEE. |

3. FRLMEG B S REMUBEE (RMERENH )  RAMMA-AERERTE,
32. WAERIREYTH , BHKOREMERFTESEENLET,
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(c.) MAHEI# Eating of a meal

£l Gen. 26:28-30

28. #BfMER : TRMAHME RBMERREE , @8R FTORMAW T HEILRERIT
%,

29. EHRFERM , ENRMKRZENR , —RiEZSR, Y EITREREERRME, IR
ERBHEBEH T, |

30. LU AP SRR | PIEBRTB T,

£l Gen. 31:54
54, RTEWL LRI , SBRB U RELER, MR THR , EE L LEER,

H Ex. 24:11
1. WFRMEEUGINEES b, HEELST BB,

(d) BAM#EIL# Setting up of a memorial

£l Gen. 31:44-45
44, RE | REZATLMNH |, FERE P EER,
45. HERME—RAEILERET

£ Josh. 24:27

27. NERHAMUR : "EW, EAETUARARMERE. RARRER 7 ERRZEFTR M
BN —UIFE , MBMRAERMFRMAB LT  EAERTUQRFERE. 1 (M=
SR EFMUEORMERBEBMRMERBAERMN LT )

(e) BUBMALA Sprinkling of blood
H Ex. 24:8
8. EFMMBEEZS L, R TRE,ERMLNM , SEBFERE —IERRM
MHHBIE. o

(H  BARKERALH Offering of sacrifice

¥ Psalm 50:5
5. W, FREMWERDREER, BB Sy,
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(g) BARKERALH Offering of sacrifice

&F Psalm 50:5
5. B, BRENERIIREER , RRRLAKYEEINHNA,

(g) B TRIBILEI The passing under the rod

4 BEzek. 20:37
37. BRAERMEAER TRB |, SIRMENME,

(hy LAEEBHEN¥YIALAY Dividing of animals

£l Gen. 15:10, 18
10. TEHMRETISLR  SEEM , SRME , —HHZ YRS K REBRE%

o
18. EAH , BMFEHEDAERILY , R : REBRMRNEF , “RERTERBEATZ
-

BE /I BRHE

Oath / covenant: parallelism of construction

B Deut. 29:12
12. BERIEREBFEEIR EFS BERMMIINY , ORFTENE,

£ M kings 11:4
4. BLF , BABAITHRALDFIA (RERE ) IBEENRERARR , BfIETH
MEHR , BN , SEMEBNERERE  UEEINWRFIERLEME

£ £ 1 Chron. 16:16
16. EETANERINY , BLUEIRENE,

5F Psalm 105:9
9. BRHEIANFEMINN , IABmMENE,

55 Psalm 89:3, 4
3. RERFRENALTH , aRNEAXREETE,
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4. BREBVMRNERE  BIKE , EEVFONEE , EXEK.

4 Ezek. 17:9
9. RER : TEHMEMLR  SEOMSHRER? ESTRECHBEREREHETF
FEERE  FTBINHESHETE? B FTAAINZEREK L THRRE,

rgE 6 IV =-E5H
In these cases, the oath interchanges with the covenant, and the covenant with the
oath

2. #EBLIMm#LEE A COVENANT IS A BOND IN BLOOD

MmER : EFEAMKEN,
Bond-in-blood: ultimacy of the commitment between God and man in covenant
context.

518 T# ., RAEFEMKEERY.

Implications of bonds extend to ultimate issues of life and death.

MARERRR. LA =10 (55 ),
Life-and-death intensity of divine covenants: “to make a covenant” literally reads:
“to cut a covenant.”

(@) B8 BERR

References to “to cut a covenant” in the Law (Pentateuch)

£l Gen. 15:18
18. EFFE , FMEETHBEILN , R "REBBRIFNEBTREITERIHET 2
M, g

£l Gen. 21:27, 32
27, UM EIEENEE TEHKE , — ARBIIIH,
32, MPERREYTH , SHKYHECERESLY  BFMLHET.

£l Gen. 26:28
28. IR : TRMIEAME RHMEEREEL , ER , FORMAR FRILRERIL T
%
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£l Gen. 31:44
44, RE B ATUTH |, ERE P REIHHIE,

H Ex. 23:32

32. AA R IR L4

H Ex. 24:8

8. BEMMBEEMSL,R: RE, ERUANM , REBMELE — 15 RIRM
VI BIR. |

H Ex. 34:10, 12, 15, 17

10. BBNZER : "REVH , EEEHENTELNGE , REEHERTHARETH
ERNENABARES RBNENES , RRARFTTHRTRENE. |

12. {REEE  FURMRFAERBNERIY , BEKARMAHENEE

15, RIAREREN BRI , BHRERamne  RTIDE , Lilafineg Al
R, YRIEELAHAG 5247,

17. FTAHCEEBK,

B Deut. 4:23
23. (RMIEEE | RESCIMERMLFEAMAAING , HECHZSE G2
TR E AR IR B 5,

A Deut. 5:2, 3

2. EBMEZRMM EFEMALRRMIULN,
3. EMARERMIELN , DRERMSHEEREFTEZAMLN,

A Deut. 7:2
2. EBRMZFER L FBASMMIBIRER |, B RERMMEEFE T RMMIY |, b
S a B 449 o

B Deut. 9:9, 29

9. ETI , SHESWRANR , RRBMEERMIANR. BRRELLETETE
R, RERE , tREBK,

20, HEMMBUNEL , YRNESE , YRR RS H AR B 5 H R,
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B Deut. 31:16
16. BRAIZERBERR . "RIEEE, SHEERREMMAFEENL L | EHREY
A, BERABSTINE , BERETREMMATINN. |

(b) 5B /4049 : £ANBAIECE To cut a covenant: References in the Prophets

£ Josh. 9:6, 15

6. HMMEEREPRNEE  HHNBIIAR  BARKESRN, RERRER
(GAVE S8

15. REMNBIAMMERN , Bafil  SeMEE  eR0EE , tatfRE.

£ Josh. 24:25
25. BB, NEDTMETHIN , ERslAEMLEEMIRE,

=+ Judg. 2:2
2. RAEFITEEMNERIY , ERFMEMNRE, RAZSIERERNTE | A7

EBRTE ?

i EI1Sam. 11:1,2
. EMANIZELR, HEEJIRLZE, BERAHSER . RERMLY,

RARIRER,
2. DMAZER  FROEHEBEARMEANEGR , SULEEUGSIRA , RIRER
fﬁﬁ%"]o 4

T 11 Sam. 3:12-13, 20-21

12. HEEITRAEZRAE , BtER  SEBHE ? N&ER  RERLOBRMLEER, &
LA FI A ERER AR AR o

13. K&« T8 IR, BE—4 , RRERXENEER , ETKEENLZZKE
TR, XFBRENE. 4

20. HEEBE_THEA , REFHEHEREAE. AERATFEENEEROA | BERE
fEo

21. HRIEBHAFER . "REESEZBRUGHBRARERERTE , BRIN. 1 R
AUBELEET. REAEEAREEX  ARERFELRENET.
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F F 1Kings 5:12
12. BRREREFENN B ERIGFTEM. FWEMBPNE , BULIH,

E [sa. 28:15
15. fRMEER : TIHRMEEIET I |, HEEBAERE, BE ( EXXEHEF ) kRERLBH
BHR , XTBREIRM. REMURS AR, EERUATES. &

E sa. 55:3

3. MRPMBIERR., AIEME K MM4EFE. BYERMPILKN , REFREHRASE
By BB,

BB Jer. 11:10

10. fIEEBCEAMAIMEE , TERRNGE  BREE , XERIGEFT. Ues)
KMBP{ARE T HEMFIZIEA LK.

BB Jer. 31:31-33

31. BRFIER . "HFEE , REEUBIHIRMPBARSE LHAI ,

32. AERAUBEMMERNTF , BEFHKRRMARER , BafMPrzmng. RREL
WX, tfaE 7T RHON. ERIBMERN. 4

33. ERRIEERR . "ARL B FUR  REUBIIRAUMNBRES : RESRNEZEN
EHMER , FE4M0 L. REFEGHANLES  PEFEBENFR. .

4 Bzek. 17:13
13. RUUEBFINRERER—ABMBIY  FHRE  WEETEZIHABE

{] Hos. 2:18
18. A , B4ARNE  ERBFNER , NZHhRE Wi FHWESRTHN, X4
EBEHRITESTD , LEFE , FufLR5E,

7% Hag. 2:5

5. ERBENRMALRRBREMRMINNGE. B, RNBEEXRMAPE , RATEE
=8

g8 Zech. 11:10

10. RIFEABRRENY , RARBREERIULNN,
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(c) B/ . 88 (KE ) 2icH

To cut a covenant: References in the “Writings”

18 Job 31:1
. RERBIHN , SEBMSEEELRE?

5F Ps. 50:5
5. BRBHERIFREER , 2L AKXYEEINN A

£ 1 Chron. 11:3
3. REUGBIHINEEDBRIAME , EAEEAEESMSIANERDIEMBMIY
B AEEURIINE , RREBNEZEHSERMRNEE,

£ II Chron. 6:11
1. REVERBEED  BRAGBHENL  REREUETAFTHN,

$I Ezra 10:3
3. BEEERMOLEIN, KE—NE  BEBMATEYN  BERIPR LTS
SEHEAFBEN | REEWT.

fE Neh. 9:8
8. MEMEVAHENOERE , MEMIN, EFIDUEA , HA , EEFALFE
A, BBfRETA , B A B RMNES., BERTHNERAGRLEZN,

55 /9 REZBYL

The phrase “to cut a covenant” is related to all three of the basic covenant
types

(a) ABEANMKY - B5 / Y059

To cut a covenant: inaugurated by man with man

£l Gen. 21:27, 32
27, UM EIEEMEL TEKE , — ARBIIIH,
32, MPERREYTH , SHKYHECERESLY  BFMLHET.
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T 11 Sam. 3:12, 13

12. HEBEITRAEZRKRE , B4R  SEBHE ? X5  RERINELER
R, LA AERERARIR

13. KER i RERLY, B4, FREBEANER , ETEREEBNLR
KEBER , BFABRENE,

(b) EHFEANK : B/ 11

To cut a covenant: inaugurated by God with man

£l Gen. 15:18 (L F BRI F T4 with Abraham)
18. BAE , BMEETAMILY R REBRERNEFRERTEEMEATZ
i |

H Ex. 24:8 (L FFEEEEPE 12 #Y with Moses)
8. EESNBEERZSL R MFRE 6 ERYNNM , REBMEEIRE —IFEER
LA B BIR

B Deut. 5:2 (L EEEEFE Y with Moses)
2. ERFMZERMN LFEMZULERM LI,

X 11 Chron. 21:7 (£ B K& with David)
7. BANENERECEAFRING , FERAFNR , BHATETNACEBREL
EAFHRBN F Ko

5 Psalm 89:3 ( LB RE U 4Y with David )
3. BEBRFRBENALTH , ORNEAAEFRETE.

HR Jer. 31:31, 33 ( #THI#J new covenant )

31. BBFIER . "HFEE , REEUBIIRMPBARSE IHI ,

33. ERFIEER : L H FUER , REUBIIRAINNDRER  RESBNEE
HE#MER , SEAMAC L, BEEMANLT , AZEERNFR. o

#& Bzek. 37:26 ( #THI4Y new covenant )
260 YEREHEMMLFLZNG , FRKN, BEUEBEMREESR U , FHFN
ABEZ , XEMAPERLERNER , EEIKE,
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(c) ABELEFBIMH (HBVEH) : 5/ 98,

To cut a covenant: inaugurated by man with God (covenant renewal)

FF Cf 1l Kings 11:17
17. BBAEPAEENREBNELLN , FBRNENR, XEXERIL,

T I Kings 23:3
3. EUWERE  ERNEE YN ERORMMIEREBNE | BFHAHE
w, RE, 26, RREELENNES. REHMRILEN.

X £ 1 Chron. 29:10
10. FRSA , AEESRENBEBNER . "BHNERMOIAGTIN LF2HE
EBIE , EEKKEEN, |
B/ (BERER)=U8 (1IN).

The verb “to cut” may stand by itself, and still clearly mean “to cut a
covenant.”

£ ISamuel 11:1, 2
. EMANIEELR , HEEJIRLZE, BERAHSER . RERMLY,

R RIRER,
2. DMAZER : ROEHEBEARMEANEGR , SULEEUGSIRA , RIRER
fﬁﬁ%"]o 4

Lt 1 Samuel 20:16
16. RENESEREAFEEE , R "ERNEEAFNNBENEHONTE,

Lt 1 Samuel 22:8
8. RPEZEHFEEER, ENRFRRBBNEFEESE K MUSHMNESE  wEALR

F E I Kings 8:9
9. WEEMEMRAR  RENGTIAEKRKME , BBAEE MM IONRE , B
TEMZULFTRE . BRILSAS | AEBIY,

A II Chron. 7:17-18

17. REEREIBCERR AEATH |, BITR—IFDMIRE | EFROEHBRE

18. RASBERGEN , EMRERRXAEAIINN , 8 TR FERLSTE AL
@/EJE(JIO 4
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2% Ps. 10529
9. MERTAHNEFRING , BIBFTENE

1 Haggai 2:5
5. ERREMABKRBERMIUINNGE. B , RNBEERMGEH. RATER
Ho

fawm 55/ tIEE S, EMAMNARH —E

Conclusion: The concept of “cutting” = part of the essence of the covenant idea.

HEHRREMELHESREXLS |, B/ 1] = RBYNEE,

Relating of a “cutting” process to the establishment of a covenant: throughout
ancient languages and cultures of the Middle East.

ARRRAFAASHE : VNEXtBRRE—&EY (55 ) viBiE.
Not only terminology: The rituals commonly associated with the establishment of
the covenants reflect quite dramatically a “cutting” process.

YIF E & : Meaning of “cutting”:

URBYMMNHOR KB BCHERRE, YRR  INEEEN , B
EBWRE &%, HRE—ERA

Animal-division symbolizes a “pledge to the death” at the point of covenant
commitment. Dismembered animals represent the curse that the covenant-maker
calls down on himself, if he should violate the commitment which he has made.

BBRK : RENGIETH, REAMSREERNEBYHPERE.
Jeremiah: recalls Israel’s disloyalty to their commitments. Reminds them of the
ritual by which they passed between the parts of the calf.

HB Jer. 34:18
18. AR EE , BEREBSNESE , KB K3, NIBTNERE , S84 EER , 2™
¥ OMREAKB  ERENAN. BRXIEFTRENYN , TETEN LWEE.

HB Jer. 34:20
20. WA MPRENBNESREGHAFH, HPANRESEEFHIRE | Mk EOFE
EEW,

B 8 #49/2™ Edition/2008
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B/ 440 - RUMNER., MR,

To cut a covenant: to be understood in the context of covenant inauguration.
Pledge to life and death.

TRk SR EY R Al

Blood-sacrifice principle.

MEEMY  KREHR. £HEONE.

Blood is of significance because it represents life. The life is in the blood.

% Heb. 9:22
22, WERE , MYETZHEAMBEN , EFFKMN , FRTERET

F Lev. 17:11
11. ABEYNEGRENF, RIEEMBHERM , T EE LARMANEGETE L RODE
ﬁ':tun FEL/{E E

(EfE) PRIMSWEE  BFENRNEERVNER, R, HTREEE
989 5T RR AP AR H SR ARG BEE — 750K

The biblical imagery of blood-sacrifice: emphasizes the interrelation of life and
blood. The pouring out of life-blood signifies the only way of relief from covenant-
obligations once incurred.

€& "9, EHEEB =TRE, IMPLICATION: Covenant/Testament = different.
At - T8, TRBEE.

*
* We reject the concept of covenant as a “last will and testament.”

RIEBBREE (BE) FM40 , XFER,

Simply impossible to do justice to the biblical concept of “covenant” and at the
same time to introduce an idea of “last will and testament.”

"%, B, MEXTHE, BT, HEBNERMNE MUV E , R

%?? Yo

Both “covenant” and “last will and testament” relate to death.

Death is essential both to activate a last will and testament, and to inaugurate a
covenant.

B 8 #49/2™ Edition/2008



15

AR FEEK , MITHEWAIBRIL T — K,
However: Death stands in relationship to each of these concepts in two different
ways.

o EREMNRNRARSE (ERAMNE )
“Covenant”: Death stands at the beginning of a relationship between two parties,
symbolizing the potential curse-factor in the covenant.

EE  EREMEBRERE , RNEEATURE,

“Testament”: Death stands at the end of a relationship between the two parties,
actualizing an inheritance.

o MHERNIE, BRLSR. B BRIUENRE. AR BUELIE,.

“Covenant”: The death of the covenant-maker appears in two distinct stages. First:
form of a symbolic representation of the curse. Later: the party who violates the
covenant actually experiences death.

EIE : YEBEMNE , WRXEMIER, MERK , XRBIEHNRA (K
i) o

“Testament”: The death of the testator does not come in two stages. No symbolic
representation of death accompanies the making of a will.

MEBENE , FTREAMEN.

The testator does not die as a consequence of the violation of his last will and
testament.

BB ARV, 1 REDFEMERREM.

The provisions of the “last will and testament” inherently presume death to be
inevitable.
But: the provisions of a covenant offer the options of life or death.

VHZEERENRE. KULTFRE, IRUNEFER ; RETNES
3t

The representation of death is essential to covenant inauguration. The consecrating
animal must be slain. But it is not necessary that a party to the covenant actually die.
Only in the event of covenant violation, does actual death of the covenant-maker
occur.

it : BBEREERIE , RYIMIE , TRIMEEEIS,
It is in the context of covenantal death, not testamentary death, that the death of
Jesus Christ is to be understood.
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EENE , DRAFENEYE. EERETNER. ETHIBKREZENE , K

j-é EI‘J E:%:;EE%% Yo
Christ’s death was a substitutionary sacrifice: a substitute for the covenant-breaker.
Substitution is essential for the understanding of the death of Jesus Christ.

AR FEBNEL  WRAERFENIE, VEBERRNRESIEN.
Yet: death in substitution for another has no place whatsoever in the making of a
last will and testament. The testator dies in his own place.

REAAURER (RKE ) LEBE.
No other death may substitute for the death of the testator.

AR EBARAR. EEMNERYNRNE , FTEMEBXHIE,
But Christ died in the place of the sinner. His death was covenantal, not
testamentary.

ER EEBE#RLFHNEM. EREMN, AR EEHREERN , RRAMK
BEIEFHRE , TREMER.
Certainly it is true: the Christian is the heir of God. But he is heir by the process of

adoption in the family of the never-dying God, not by the process of testamentary
disposition.

SA-—EEBHRE  HRERBRERTREE LIEWAYFKFR,
Popular misconception: The Lord’s Supper was the occasion of Christ’s making his
last will and testament.

IR RRBREBENAHE. ERUHHNHRE K BHREBFT THOBENK
Blo

But: it was a covenantal meal. In the context of the covenantal meal of the Passover,
Jesus introduced the provisions of the new covenant meal.

BHESHSBREHHERF , BENILHE,
Jesus’ intention was to proclaim himself as the Passover Lamb, who was taking on
himself the curses of the covenant.

H@MNFEFAZERE , HRERE "4, | MH "1 B
His words were not those of testamentary disposition, but those of covenant
fulfillment and inauguration.
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fEam B TR WES  THRIREE. BAENE  LFHTRER
EFEINNFR,

Conclusion: The Old Testament concept of covenant must not be re-interpreted in

terms of a “last will and testament.” The total perspective of the Old
Testament people of God = consistently covenantal.

RRBHRXT  NREETREANKY, EXAER, (EE)
"W mEE  BRETEBNESR. (REIRIN  EAEE (R
iC) 33 BEYHUES 12 KHHE  FEEAEERT £ FEEIHIHRE ,
MER , EMEE. )

The presence of provisions in the ancient Near Eastern treaty forms relating to
succession arrangements does not provide adequate basis for imposing a
“testamentary” idea on the biblical concept of covenant. [No evidence suggest
that the tribal blessing of Deuteronomy 33 depended on the death of Moses
for enactment. A blessing uttered before death is not the same thing as a
testamentary disposition. ]

M, AT EEERRRAE. EF—TFHK.

A covenant may well include aspects which insure continuation of its
provisions beyond those people then living — extending to “a thousand
generations.”

B Deut. 7:9
9. FRUA , fREMERMFEMRNLT  HWELT K BREENLY , NSSTHEmHA
S, BEE  BE TR,

5F Psalm 105:8
8. M SRIAVAY | BEIXE , tiFTMMEEE BRI TR,

AR, EERMHEER , X FEBNEKER. 1, TRER,

But these provisions do not transform the covenant into a last will and
testament. A covenant is not a testament.

B8 #9/2™ Edition/2008



18

Il. EFHH  RAERMRELS ?

THE EXTENT OF GOD’S COVENANTS
(Robertson, pp. 17-25.)

5 | Eo—Jntroductionr

ERATBBRIE P INEFRNQ  LFUN , EREANBRLIEEEE,

There is ample evidence that: God’s covenants played a vital role in God’s dealings with
man from Noah to Jesus Christ.

B HEERza , EANBRIER ? ERFEHRLETRNNAEIEMR ?
Question: What about God’s relationship with man before Noah?
Can this early period of biblical history be understood; from a covenant
perspective?

(EfE) B F-RIN , B L% R M1 U AR,
The term “covenant” appears for the first time in the Bible, in connection with God’s
establishing of his bond with Noah.

A EREMTRINzE  ABNRELFAEEE -BENBR,
It is also true that: man sustained a relationship with God his Creator prior to God spoke
to Noah about a “covenant.”

AMERIMEE 6:18 28l , AILA "H, EBSNREBHEANER?
Several considerations: encourage the usage of the designation of “covenant” before
Genesis 6:18.

() Bihl: 5w "H. R  XF—EM "H. EF.
Some scriptural precedent exists for the omission of the term (word) “covenant”
when discussing a relationship which is unquestionably covenantal.

L3 [ RE G R RY BHR

The original account of the establishment of God’s promise to David:

# T I Samuel 7:4-16
4, BT, PAENZEISER
5. THRELSSFBE/AAE  REPMNEOLR RS TERERFLEREER,
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11.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
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BREBANGIHIAHKRESSH  BRAEABRT , EEERMIREHTE,
REBUBFIAFEN T , RABEUET R LA, ERVITHRERRUAE
IR  RMAATGEEETHRNBRFR,

BE RESHREAKRE R, BEEZHNENLR  RRFETEREE , WRE
BRUEFH , MIRMERRUBIINE,

RERETWES , REEREE , BHREN—INE , BLERER , EFEHELAX
BENA—,

BUABRRUGTEE—Eis , REMMA  FHMAEECHSTTEER  NEBZF
R EIERTBEMM

YA GRHGLEEERRAGHINEHR — K, RAERRE , TR -NBEE , X8
HEPMZEERHR , BRIFEMRE,

REHME , RIRSHEHEENRKR , ROERNRFRERNLY , RuLREMNE,
LA ENERERT K RLBEMNERN , EXIKE,

BEFEMOR , hEERN T, EL TR, RLAANBRET®h , BANEE
BWEENTRHEM  GEFEERENFIERNRE &,

RO RMRNWBELER (FXER ) BAKERY, REEVHBAREEEKE, |

HIIIIE
[

f&o

£ L 1 Chron. 17:4 - 27

4.
5.

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Beazgy

MREEFREAKRE , REBMFEMLR - REATRERFHREEE,
BREBAUBIIALKE , BEESH , BRABEBRT , DRESFIMER , £
R AR
REBUBTAFTENMT , RABEUGIN—ELE , RERVHERERRNER :
RAEMTEEREETRRNBRFER, .

REMRBERREAKRE  REEBMEMUR , BRFETBRER , WRFER
RFE  MRERRUSIINE,

REREWRES , REEREE , BHREH—INE  BLXERER , EFEHELAX
BENA—K,

BOABRRUGTHEE—Eis , REMM  FHMAEECHSTTEER  ABZF
R EIERTBEMM

YR GRLEEERR UGBTI EHR — K. RL[MRN—LIARK , 3 BREBMERE
AR BRIFREMRE,

REHREBMRIENRR , RUERNREFRERNL , RLLREMNE,
feBBHBRBERTF R4 BREMNEULEDRKE,

BEFMOR , hEZEFEENF  YTERNEBEHREMG , GRETRATNEE &
BAERMAERIERRENRER ; VRNV ELERE , BEEIXKIE,
EERBE G , REMREFAH.

R
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16. RREXEEEE , LEBBMERR , & : BANELFH , RRHBENREREE , 1RHE
BIEL R,

17. L%, EEMRPERERD , XEFHEANRERAERE, BNELTM , 5B
B, FBREESEN A

18. MIMAEANER , REFASARE. HAFAERHEA,

19. BRMZEER , HMTTEARE , WHBERALR , REGEANGR. HWRBHHLE,

20. EBRIZER , MEMEFER  RE VLR , BRICSUNBESS,

21 t EBMRELHTHERUGHIE ? R EFRARMBEGMAERCH FR , REHRELR
MEEFTAMARNE , EBEFIBA , BHETHKE,

22. #MESLBIIAEMRNFR , BEKE. HEBMEGEMMAN LR,

23. BRMIZEEF , M FTERFEANMBEARNGE , ROBRE , BEEKERGARNTIT.

24. BB KERY , WEAK , R BECHNERNAGIIN LS  2HREUGINE
Fo EE , MEAXRENRLENREINERL,

25. B EHM AR EAR : RYARBURE , FRAKAKBERE BT,

26. EBRIZEM , AR LT  HNEEFFSERRBHEEA.

27. BENERBBERANR , TUKFENREE . BMEN , HELBEERHETK

S
XRo U

REAEER , EFEXENRE , RUNERK.

It is clear that the relationship was a covenantal relationship.

RRAVIE : RE L FERREIL,

Subsequent Scripture: speaks of God’s “covenant” with David.

BT Cf I Samuel 23:5
5. BRELFEaEIENL  EFAERIKENN, ENAESBRBEFTERN —IHREN
E—IFA8EN | i ETABEKTE,

5F Psalm 89:3
3. REXRMRENALTY , ORNEAREETE,

< WMBREX , RPARMENKRERONKF.
Two passages in Scripture appear to designate the order established by
creation as covenantal.
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1. B—ER#&X : First passage:

BB Jeremiah 33:20, 21, 25, 26

20. ERRIZFEMLLER , IRPIEEERER BV A A BRRNKN , 0 A BRRTRERE |

21. MEERREREAKRERLNG  FURARFEMNEELRE , Wi
REREEFRWEF , MRAFLBL,

25. ERMZFEMMRER , ERRIABRENNTERFE. BERRELERBNE
B,

26 BRRBESNWEFTNREAKNENRE , THEAFNREFLGEDBNEN
B, HENEH, RARLEAMRBHARD , tagiwe,

EBFIZEN A B0 , MBEAVHY,

The word of the Lord: speaks of “my covenant of the day and my
covenant of the night.”

LA ERHREEE B EERBRMYK ?
When did God establish a “covenant” with “day and night”?

METRE : LFRERAENKEF  IRBEAUNY,. BRTFF
Bo. EFEPDEARAYINNERE

2 options: God’s ordinances of creation. Or covenant with Noah.
In either case: regularity of day and night was prominent. Stipulations of
God’s covenant with Noah:

£l Gen. 8:22
22, WIETFHEMER  BE A X2 KE A EEARKTFTEET.

“Seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night
shall not cease.” (Genesis 8:22).

A BARUY , e LR ER=RAERE] THHE
Equally possible: “covenant of day and night” refers to the ordinance of
the 3™ day.

£l Gen. 1:14

14. EHR , REEBEXER , A9 ER , fFREH , EHS, BF , F5.
God said: “Let there be lights in the expanse of heaven, to divide between the day
and the night.” (Genesis 1:14)
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SN —BH&EC : BB 31:35-36 :

A second passage from Jeremiah: Jer. 31:35-36:

35 MEABBEEX , FEARES , BRER , XBHKAE , €8T KEYS
B, BECEMEZMAE  tbalR
Thus says the Lord, Who gives the sun for light by day, And the fixed order of the
moon and the stars for light by night,

36. ELES , BREEREAERE , UINEAFURERBIEE , KETBH

o EEHBH E%ﬁﬁ’g o
If this fixed order departs from before me, declares the Lord, Then the offspring of
Israel also shall cease From being a nation before me forever

EREXEER "1, EF. AIRAT "EHL Fi.
This passage does not use the term “covenant.”
But it employs the equivalent expression, “statute” or “fixed-order.”

WEER (#H) , 7 (B PEAERBEA.

The two terms “covenant” and “‘statute” = parallel expressions in Scripture

F F Cf IKings 11:11
11. PRABBRIZES bR |, fRERFT TIES , TESFRATHHARTFHNNES , R
REIEE , BRHRHNET.

T I Kings 17:15
15. BRERMEGIRNEMFIFIEFTING , TBROPANEEREENS B2
BREER , SCEAEMNAIBA |, BZIAZEWU ABFR T HCEN,

=% Psalm 50:16
16. ELHFHEAR  REBRERROEAE , OPEIRBKE 2

% Psalm 105:10
10. #USENBES EREL, AUBHERIENLY.,

HB 31 BB 33 EfEEERAK.

The closeness of parallel in argumentation with Jeremiah 33 is quite
apparent.

FMBRALR , BEUBIKERLEFHNFR.
As certainly as the sun’s rule over the day and the moon’s rule over the
night will not cease, so Israel will never cease from being God’s people.
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AR B3 ER-LE  RERMMR B33 EREAIE ?
i e

But the additional particulars of Jeremiah 31 may help to answer the
question: Does Jeremiah 33 refer to the ordinance of creation? Or the
covenant with Noah?

BB 31:35 3% : BBMIFERUABELBRRX  RENANE/NERETR
Ho

According to Jer. 31:35, God gives the sun for light by day, and the
ordinances of the moon and the stars for light by night.

HB Jeremiah 31:35
35. BMERREEAEY  FEREEH , BRESx , XBEXE , £8P KESE
B BEECEHBMEIZHMNG, R

AAEHEREX A ERIENGKIRFRE , B LFRPEOREIR
==,

Interestingly, the reference to the sun and moon as light-bearers for day
and night is found in Genesis 1, but not in God’s covenant with Noah.

BE LFFE=XEAENZR , REE (FTRARARX) : WH 31:
35 _%o

Further: the narrative of the creation-activity of the 3™ day refers to the
stars as well as to the moon, as does Jer. 31:35.

£l Genesis 1:16
16. MEMETHREKLE , KBWEE , MIER, XNERE,

LHEPEINER  RARIERE,

The record of God’s covenant with Noah makes no mention of stars.

2%
3

: CONCLUSION:

B3 EENRLFRIENKHE , EFEEN "L
Jeremiah 31 alludes to the Genesis narrative, the ‘“statutes” of God’s
creation ordinances.
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", ERYRBAEE I EHR, ARER B EHR, EFIAR
B TH. .

The term “covenant” does not occur in Jeremiah 31. But it does occur in
Jeremiah 33. Jer. 33 refers to God’s “covenant” of day and night.

EABME (31335 ) WABEL , RPTUTES :
Because of the similarity of argumentation in the two passages, we may
conclude:

BRZ "#M.1 (338 ) MBRN "Efl. REE—E%,
The covenant of day and night (Jer. 33) = the “statute” concerning day and
night (Jer. 31).

HB33E (AR ", —5 ) BREAHER 1 EAENKF.
Jer. 33 (which uses the term “covenant”) refers to the creational orderings
of Gen. 1.

Some say: Gen. 6:18 “I will maintain” my covenant (rather than “establish”).
God’s word to Noah presumes a covenant already to be in existence through the
“divine guarantee which is embodied in creation.” (L. DeQueker, “Noah and
Israel. The Everlasting Divine Covenant with Mankind.” Questions disputees
d’Ancien Testament: Methode et Theologie (Gembloux, 1974), 128-129.)

2. BBEZER#&3L : Second passage:

{a] Hosea 6:7
7. PAMGDEETN  EEARKITELREE

LX@;UE%@EE;_ 3] %51%,\]0

The people of Israel, “like Adam,” have transgressed the covenant.

E—EBE . DERE @S,
First interpretation — Adam = a place. “At Adam” Israel broke the
covenant.

RBR#XIFERE. E  BNETE , BERE 12 &,
This is difficult to support. “Adam” = on the Jordan, 12 miles north of
Jericho.

WETRKEDREHEE  RAERIUGTARRILSE.
Rolling back of Jordan at Adam: makes no mention of a national sin by
Israel.
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£ Josh. 3:16

16. e LET RO KEEBE M , MUEZSHTERREST , YEKE, B
ATNENE , RREE , TR K2AEE. ARERENANFNHEB X
TER | EABREFESIEX.

This interpretation requires emendation of massoretic text. “As Adam”,
not “at Adam”.

BEME  ERGEEENSRE, FRIE—K BABERZE
By 38,
Second interpretation — “Like Adam” = explicit reference to the sin of

the first man. This is most straightforward, and presents fewest
difficulties.

EoERE  UelFBeAE (BA) —B®RETH.
Third interpretation — Israel has broken the covenant “like man,” or “like
mankind.”

TR -NE=EHEE NN (EUBIA ) HABEFHNE
Wl AEE-ERK.

Whether we accept interpretation #2 or #3: Non-Israelite man sustains
some relationship to his Creator-God.

EREXREE —ELR Ul AR EFNERMELUGT AR L
wHIBA R

A comparison in this passage: Israelite man’s, and non-Israelite man’s
relation to God.

HeFAE T,

Israel has transgressed the covenant.

HERME , ReFIA (BEMY ) FRAE , = ( BF%E ) FREE,
In this respect, Israel is “like man” in general, or “like Adam” in
particular.

T , LFEFLUBI A cBEENNER,

In either case: a covenant existed between God and non-Israelite man.
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EMELUBIAETH , UBIALE TH,
As non-Israelite man has broken the covenant, so Israelite man has
broken the covenant.

MEE : FEUBIABRLEFILITEENN? (B : PIERREETR
#2)

In what sense can we affirm that: non-Israelite man stands in a
covenantal relationship with God that may be broken?

FAAADRABNEL ; EFFEZRNE , EFUBFAML T,
Apparently Hosea intends to suggest: God has established a covenant
relationship wit man outside Israel through creation.

/NN - SUMMARY:
 PFERFNBREARYN  TREIRER K EH.

The relation of God to David was not designated “covenantal”
originally, but nonetheless was covenantal in substance.

. BB 33:20-21 M 6:7 BRI L FHERIEREAREIR BT,

Jeremiah 33:20ff and Hosea 6:7 apparently refer to God’s original
creational relationship in covenantal terms.

BB Jeremiah 33:20 - 21

20. ERMIFEMUYER : "RFBEERRIAAZENY , FHABETRE
Wi

21, BEEERERERFAREAINY , CHEERFEMNEELAT X
REEERREERNRT , ARAFIHN, |

{a] Hosea 6:7
7. APAMGDEEN  EERARKRITELREE

CHNER ELFEPTZRANER , EEFE.

Elements essential to a covenant were present in God’s relationship to
man prior to Noah.
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LHFEFREAR , EARMN TRTEERNER.

A bond of life and death is present between God and man newly created.

£l Genesis 2:15-17

15. BNELFHFAZEEFETER , LHIEEET,

16. ERMZEE L@ HbeR , EPBEEENRF | RATURESE,
17. ARZHIEZBHMENRF , (RAATE , RAIREH B FH4ESE,

HEACENEREA LT IR (EHE ) NI,

This relationship between God and man is administered sovereigntly.

AELREE2Z , LFRABBEETFEIENER,

A bond of life and death was established, subsequently, after man fell into sin.

£l Genesis 3:15
15. EXEBURMZAK AN, MNEFNZANBRTFLHELAN. TANBRTES
RIVEE |, IRESMAV IR,

LHENEN  RRTAEBRETNERCE, EHFEEEHALN , B
ZANREGED  HENREFRT,

This divine commitment set the stage for a life-and-death struggle. God’s
bond with fallen man resulted in life for the seed of the woman, and death for
the seed of Satan.
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. EFMNHE—H

THE UNITY OF GOD’S COVENANTS
(Robertson, pp. 27-52)

LB | BRANFE  BAE , KEY TN, LFEREZMRERRS LT HIN.
EDERERFY 7., EENCBREEERNER?

God’s covenants with Noah, Abraham, Moses, David and the new covenant ... and the
creation covenant ... How do these covenants relate to one another?

LHEUBNAENN , RER —EK.

God’s multiple covenants with his people unite into a single relationship.

(—) EFHNEFEBAH — M Unity in the Structure of God’s Covenants

1. EHFERBNZE , BA , KEMLWONKE—K
Unity of the Covenants with Abraham, Moses and David

BRAONBEIELENNONER L, 5—ENEEITENNNEE,
Each successive covenant builds on the previous relationship.
Each continues the basic emphasis established earlier.

A EHFFRELEENHE — M. A unity in historical experience.

TERRANNNESE | HRBEORHR—MiFEM.

The history surrounding the various covenants emphasizes covenantal unity.

a. MMEH (BEX ) @FAE K.

The points of covenantal inauguration demonstrate unity.

LHERER , REVNE , LB RN D,
As God establishes his covenant with Moses and David, he intended to bring
to a further stage of development the same redemption promised earlier.

B-REFRTANFHREFILY , ERNFTEEINES - SPNE
B
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Each successive covenant with Abraham’s descendants advanced the
original purposes of God to a higher level of realization.

H Ex. 2:24
24, HERMANRE K FicSWEDENE | DU, BEArIAH.

RIE . EBRUBIIALKRE , StfEMERFFcit , B2 SRR
B EE{APIZEFRER Y , BAR AV FERT.

“The only interpretation of this is that: the deliverance of Israel from
Egypt and the bringing of them into the land of promise is in fulfillment of
the covenant promise to Abraham respecting the possession of the land of
Canaan (Exod. 3:16, 27; 6:4-8; Ps. 105:8-12, 42-45; 106:45).” (John
Murray, The Covenant of Grace, p. 20.)

H Ex. 3:16, 17

16. IREBRUGIWEZ  HMR . TBAERMEARNLEE  RESANE
M E  UMH LT BENLS K QRERR , REECSETHRM, RoE
RIRF A BB SR,

17. BR , EHEFPREROEEREHER , ENEA , HA , EERALRE
A, BRA, BHEFAN S  REFRMRAB S, |

HH Ex. 6:4- 8

4. BREMMBEM NG, EIEMMZE NS,

5. RUBRUEBIHIABRREAZENRE  RULSRN,

6. FIAREHNEBIIAR : "REDBNE, REAFHANBEESHHERRE
A, BRERMRS AN ERTEEMNE T,

7. RELMFMARNEY  ROEERMN LS. RASEMERZBNERMG
L% RERGRMIREBSRREAZ BN,

8. BEEBEIFMEMANE , MU, BEOM  REIRRMOEE LS BRAR
MAax, REBME, |

5F Psalm 105:8 - 12, 42 - 45

8. fLRE MM , EEIKIE , AT MEEE , BT,
9. MEHETHIZEAING , BLURFENE.

10. #GEENOESERES , AaUBFERKENY ,
11. 3R "THRAENEHGIEIR , (EIREEN D

12. B, tfIATHER , BEHD  YEENHAFTEN.
42, EMHMESHNES , MEWEARHENE,
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43, EEAMERREME  FEERBRMIE,
44. A HIRAHIRIG M) | PIERZ REEBRERN,
45. SFEEMFIERERE] , FHNEE | RMAZEXENE, |

% Psalm 106:45
45. BEMESBNY  BEERNETENE,

H 6:4-8 BAREMIG E BT AN ZE T K, FIEEEF I RVAER R

Exodus 6:4-8 particularly unites God’s covenant with Abraham and Moses:

H Ex. 6:4-8

4. BEMMBEMING , LGS ENNRIHEBG 0,

5. RUBRUEBIHIABRREAZENRE  RULSRN,

6. FIAREHMNEBIAR: "REDBNE  REAFHANBEESHHERRE
A, BRERMRS AN ERTEEMNE T,

7. RELMRMARNEY  ROEERMN LS. RAZNERZBANERMG
L% RERGRMIREBSRREAZ BN,

8. BEEBEIMGEMANE , MU, BEOM  REIRRMEE LS BRAMR
MAa%, REBME, |

LHERBENRETT HHE , Rt ERMHUUBIA LR RK.
Because of God’s covenant commitments (promises) to Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, God acted overeignly to deliver Israel from Egypt.

X EERI EFHEDANFRAUMNN , RELFEERAMYNZH,
Note: This reference to the Abrahamic covenant precedes the formal
inauguration of the Mosaic covenant.

A2, (B BETLHF , AR UNNER , ARFIBEX
OV Eau

But : the sequence of historical anticipation of a covenant, followed by a
formal ceremony of covenant inauguration, can be found repeatedly in the
Bible.

EHAFREANERFAEE , BOOENER

God first called Abraham out of Ur, and declared to him all covenant
promises:
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£l Gen. 12:1-3

1. ERMEEDEER  RESBAN K, KRR, ARFEERRNBE,

2. BUMRRAAER , BABEGBER , WRNEBAKX , RREEWEIABE,

3. BFEGEN  RXBEEMRETERY  RAEEM | b W ERBERRS
&o

‘R EFS ERXEEDBRFEILN,

Subsequently, God formally institute his covenant with Abraham.

£l Gen. 15:18
18. EFFH , ERMFEHEDAEUN , R "ROBHTENEBFRERT , ERAKX
)\E.I-Zi&o i

LHEAEERBEARESE , UEJINEEX :
God first designated David as the anointed king of Israel.

L 1 Samuel 16:12
12. BERITBAEZWTHR  HECKL , E8EF , DHERBE, BNER: E
MEM , REREM,

A&, ERFEXE MBI

Then God inaugurated the official sanctions of a covenant.
2 ¥ Cf I Sam. 7:1 - 16.

EBERRE , AFRNEERETE = B T BOBRRTIRER.
Christ’s incarnation and public ministry = a vital part of the fulfillment of
the promise concerning the new covenant.

NHBIECERE, T2 , XE (#HH ) BIRIL , BERRK .
The covenantal kingdom had come. But the formal inauguration of the
new covenant era occurred after this period:

B& Luke 22:20
20 tREtLBESENRR , B : "ERRARMAINTY , EARMHRHER
E’go 4
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BERAEHREM : UEBIARERRKELFAREN , REFE 2N

"HIEL

With this pattern in mind: we can regard God’s dealings with Israel in
Egypt prior to Sinai, as historical anticipation of the Mosaic covenant.

VARRUERE  REHKREER , MARERETILLE !

The covenant meal of the Passover was instituted in association with the
Exodus rather than with the events of Sinai.

FRHENE  EADLUVONSEHEEFERUABI A HKREEGR,
Even more explicitly: The events associated with covenant inauguration at
Sinai, clearly connect to the deliverance from Egypt.

RA EF O ANEMGHERT , BT UBI AR,

Because of God’s promises to Abraham, he delivered Israel from Egypt.

mEFRABIAHRRNE , KA THOER,

This fact of deliverance became the basis for the Ten Commandments.

BEERATIIUAMAYE , tRARANNNDANZNNZE S8
B,

The altar Moses built at Sinai also provides evidence that: the Mosaic
covenant was bound inseparably to the Abrahamic covenant. Moses

constructs the altar “with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Ex.
24:4).

HH 24:4
4, ERBHANENGSHE L, SEEK, EILTET —EBE | BUedl+=x%
&, I+ =BEF,

HLEFRAEUOE , EFERENEANRENEE , MRREF
B HBUBIAHKRENE,

At the inauguration of the Davidic covenant: the promises to David, and
David’s response, both reflect on the past experience of God’s delivering
Israel out of Egypt.

EAFEINN LT  BERSUBIHHKREN LF,
The God who institutes his covenant with David, is the same God who
“brought up the sons of Israel from Egypt.”
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T 11 Samuel 7:6
6. BRBEUNGBIABREESSH , BRASFBEBF , FESBENREHIT
Eo

T Cf 1I Samuel 7:23
23. t EEREELLGHERUEYIIE ? itk EREMFEBCHN TR , XEGE
RORAITAMAIANE | EEINFBAMMMMS  BEGHAE,

REWEBHFTER] . TESTHMER LFRBUEY , REEAEE
LFAABMITEMNE | ETHMES My BE  EE | 8%, RE
WMEMTES  THEMRS , 8T8, J (EL£23; 248, )

David in his deathbed charged to Solomon ‘“gives recognition to the
Mosaic foundation of his covenant. He directs Solomon to keep God’s
laws, “according to what is written in the law of Moses ... so that the Lord
may carry out His promise which He spoke concerning me” (I Kings 2:3-
4).

/N&E - SUMMARY:
FHEER  KEIHNEEERRHE LS EE M,

The crucial points of covenantal inauguration under Moses and David
reflect the continuity of the covenants.

b. #IFPAETERBRHAIRIME — 1%,

The history of life under the covenants demonstrates unity.
BRNNIIE2® , e AWEFRERRE LFEEEE
Y FEEFo

Once the Mosaic covenant was inaugurated, the history after Sinai
continues to center on the old original promises to Abraham.

. BEXREFHER - EAKESFTESHAOLFHNKR 2R
R EFm AR ZE AR FERT

Moses’ plea for mercy - In reaction to the golden calf, Moses bases

his plea for the mercy of God on the promises of the Abrahamic
covenant.

B8 #9/2™ Edition/2008
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H Ex. 32:13, 14

13. RIFESHVEADRBIZE , U, Ues, FSEZEECEER
TEMERPNEEEGRLNERES , YERMEFNESH , &
BIRMNES  HEXEEZAE, |

14. RREBMERNE , TEAMRNBREMN B,

HARANNWEEHE , IRERANFNNEREEN,
Even though the Mosaic covenant has emerged, the Abrahamic
covenant continues to be significant.

WEEMBFI AL BN,

Joshua and the people possess the land.

Led AHEulE  AEER EFaEANBEERNFRE
&to

Possession of the land fulfills promise to Abraham, and promise to
Moses.

£l Gen. 15:18
18. EF8A , BRMZFERTEBEILLN , R REBRITNETRERTEE
BRIz,

H Ex. 23:31
3. REEHRNIER  MUBEIFEALE , XEBHEI AT, RER
B ERZERES |, REBMPIRGREIEE X,

£ Josh. 1:3
3. FRPIREFBEcitt  BBRERFTEFERENEBRGERMT

FHRBRANELN . RESEH  RHEERINCR
400 F£&,

Abrahamic covenant: a prophetic anticipation of the course of
history. Land possession after Mosaic covenant has been
introduced: 400 years later.

£l Gen. 15:13, 14
13. BAMEHTMER . "RENENE , ROEEXSER AN R
ERAA, B ABSESHMENEE,
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14. WEHMMFERSHNRE K RELIBRUMLFETZSHYRALE
H:II;KO 4

EEEXFRENHIE : 400 FRNEE | TEERERRAER , W
FERFEZE,

This fact supports Paul’s judgment: the law, coming 400 years
later, could not annul the promise.

N Galatians 3:17
17. BREER : "LHBRAPMNKN , TEFBENB=TFURNEE
BEE , WEFBEREZ, |

Rt , LBSIANESE , IFDENFY , MEAN K

_:|~I:-E°
Thus, the history of Israel supports the unity of Abrahamic and
Mosaic covenants.

BP0, WRERER , iR EPEERRANEZL,

The Mosaic covenant did not annul or interrupt the Abrahamic
covenant.

DHUFZZNEEEN : MEEEBZNNWELS |, BIHRE
AT IR

The Abrahamic covenant continued to function actively — and
found a basic fulfillment in the history of the Mosaic covenant.

REZHWBRBEER , WREPEERA M.

David’s covenant did not annul or interrupt the Mosaic covenant.

REEMHBRRANEBEIYN - BREA ZONRE.
Each of the triumphs and tragedies of David and his sons =
outworking of the stipulations of the Mosaic covenant.

B el ER  BRFEFEHRIL,

First, Israel’s monarchy moves toward localization of worship and
rule.
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BERRIL = BERERERE , E— AP ROER,
The movement toward localization represents a consequence of the
Mosaic legislation concerning a centralized sanctuary.

B Deut. 12:5, 11, 14, 18

5. {EEBMZEMRMN LHFREMZIIIMPBRBAERLBBENERR , RO
REETHREERRE ,

1. BEEZERFTVBHRMANER , F2R, To7R—2Z2YUNFHHE
£, WHEBMEHERMN —VIER , FEINHBNERM LFMEEE
M B HE BB

14, HBEBBMERMRE —RPFIRENS , RREERERESR |, 17
KR — VP MHREY

18. EEEEMERN LFEATRE , EEPMER EFAEREN MBS RA
R, #8, YEERBENOTRA , HAIUER, BERRFHEN
EEBMER EFHE R,

EBEARFZNSHNERR  HERDEEREAZONEEER,

This significant development under the auspices of the Davidic
covenant, actually roots in the previous legislation of the Mosaic
covenant.

REFORERBEBANRFAEL - EEERELFEIANE
Y FEEFo

David’s song when bringing the ark into Jerusalem — identifies this
event as a fulfillment of god’s covenant promises to Abraham.

£ £ 1 Chron. 16:15—18

15. RPET SN , BEKE, HAABHENE, ESFR,
16. MREBBERERINN , AUBFTENE,

17. XEENEREEREG , AUGTIESKENL
18. 8% TRAEMEBANR , EIREZND. o
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LHFEBLTILEEAT | LFNEERIEREF 2 ERT
EH P AAENER (BRIERERT) .

Coronation of God as king in Zion — God’s throne is established in

the land of promise — fulfills God’s covenant promises to Abraham
concerning land.

LedcHE : /TE?
Israel’s monarchy moves toward devastation at the hands of the
nations. Why?

HMAKREZHNMAEN , IRABHIEET TEHE 2N , FEK
BRUARH,

Davidic covenant was still in effect. But it was Israel’s violation of

the stipulations of the Mosaic covenant, that finally determined the
inevitability of their captivity.

T I Kings 17:13 - 14

13. EMMEZEREH , EREBRUGTIANBEAAR : "EHEARMN
BITETROBGES , BTRYWRMIIE  SBEREARELRN
BRRMmEE, |

14. AR EER  BEWEWE , JoEaMs4E , TERIMBMEAFMN L
%,

AR DERNE  EREAFENTREEERR | 25

FXo

CONCLUSION: The Abrahamic, Mosaic, and Davidic covenants do

not supplant one another; they supplement one
another.

B. ¥R RHEE,

A unity in genealogical administration: this underscores the connection of
each successive covenant with previous administrations.

®E (BT ) WE2 LFEMONTRINE , 0 HREERRH.
“Seed” concept: When God determined to make a covenant with his
people, he made his arrangements a genealogical one.

B8 #9/2™ Edition/2008
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HERANZTE  BERAMAGSOBR2 ML, BHERS (BT ) 8=

This genealogical aspect of the covenant is present in the Abrahamic,
Mosaic, and Davidic covenants. It is manifested specifically in the
reference to the “seed.”

£l Gen. 15:18

18. B8 , BMEHEDMBEULN , R REBHRENES , REFSTEIMA LT
2,

H Ex. 20:5, 6

5. TURFERLS , U FUJEET , RARBNERHLFRSHH LT , RRE
8, RLVEFNMEHE , ARRF , EXI=EK,
6. BR, TEREGH , RYOBMAREE  EITK.

A Deut. 7:9
9. FRUA, REHMEBMEMRNLET HELT A REENLT. OEMTrHEG
BASTH , BEE B 2FK,

T I Sam. 7:12
12. REERE , BRI EREEN R , ROFERNETEEIRNML. REMBEBE
Y EE .

RENRFARAR EHF B RENEFTNRM,

David’s son is not simply heir of the covenant promise made to David.

RENEFNEMEE EFRDANEMGERNETNERM,

He is heir also of the covenant promises made to Abraham and Moses.

Rt , #FSIDANEZY , BEAZNNAEZONED.

The genealogical promises of God’s covenants assure his participation in
the blessings of the Abrahamic and the Mosaic as well as the Davidic
covenant.

a. EFMVHNMER, The dramatic account of covenant renewal.
A Deut. 5:2, 3

2. EBMZEZRMM EFEMINLRRMILN,
3. EMARERMIELN , DRERMSHEEREFTEZAMLMN,

B8 #9/2™ Edition/2008
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LHREEEFRR 40 F 2@V BHMATIL LR !

It was the people standing in the plains of Moab at the end of the 40
years in the desert, who were involved in the covenant-making
ceremony at Sinai (Horeb).

LS AMBEEATIWKN—R , RBmERERET.
Remember: All the generation of those present at Sinai had died in the
wilderness.

B Deut. 2:14, 15

14, BREBAMEEEDRIE , 3B T HIUZHWER  RE=1/\F , SHiHL
WETHREFES , EMEMFERMMPTENE,

15. BBFEMNFhIEBMM , StbIfEE PRE , EEES.

E Cf Numbers 14:28 - 35
28. YRMEERMFT , ERMESR K BRIEERENKERE, BRLERFMEIRE

PERE IR
29. RN EELBAEERE , YERMAPEAKRE K- TR EEE
BEW

30. BT BEREERFFURFENRL, HEEEFEN 2 F MBI MBH 2+
WEETREE X,

31. BRANBAZKT  BRFMAMR , EWRBEN , RLBMBAFEES. 1
IR0 1S N RIFI P ERSRAY BB 3t

32. ERMRA , (RN EE L AIEERE .

33. AN RLLERFERE+F , BERFMZTHE , ERMANEEE
IR EF H R

4. BRMREER®HNE+H , —FE—RB , FAZREREDTF , sAE
BERAEMARET ,

35. REPMERB , RUEERFTE—IIREFBRNEZS R, ALEERE
HE, FEERRT,

E Cf Numbers 26:63 - 65

63. ELHMBMEANKAIUFEHMATEN ., MEEFREREEFFHEEH
WESTEHENET A,

64. BEEBHAF , RE—BREENRAGEHMUENERAINBETENUE
A,
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65. AAMMERIMMR , WML EIREEE, FURTEFEN R FlE
MW RFHIEEUN  E—BALRIEEFE,

EERFERENURIA , REEETDIULNKES,
Some of those assembled in the plains of Moab had been present when
the covenant was originally made at Sinai.

AR, BAMERBHE,

But the great majorities were not even born.

AREFER  tfIEERETILE,

Yet: Moses affirms: all of them indeed were “present” at Sinai.

R AP EmMIAEENES (solidarity) , MBfISE T 1L L
VA SIS

Because of their solidarity with their forefathers by genealogical
continuity, they were involved in the covenant-making ceremony at
Sinai.

&tk : BY EXTENSION:

BRI E —RERE , MSRTHEDLUNILN,
Every subsequent generation of believers was present at the time of
the making of the ancient coveant by the genealogical principle.

LHSRERF RN, 2—EK.
The covenant of God to redeem a people to himself is indeed a unified
whole.

B Deut. 29:14 - 15

14. B EBERERMLERN , BEE

15. NERM—REEBRNERMLFENN , XSAFERMEENA , &K
B MMIIEY | BRIEE.

ERMAERENNGIA  SRELERE K BRETERT

J/i\ o

All Israel then living had been assembled by Moses in the plains of
Moab, including women and children.
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B Deut. 29:11

11. SBRMNER , Kk ( RXEXR) , &E , ER , UAEINETHRMH
HWEF , RZMERFTEN , URBRFIBHEKH A , HLEEBAZELR
Mgy LB mEaT

REERBHAEN , ITAREEREMUNNER, TRER
EELERAHENARBETREENE.

Only those not yet born could not be present for the covenant renewal
ceremony.

But Moses extends the provisions of Deuteronomy to include peoples
yet to be born.

B Mttt AL BVRA, ATBUE MR 2
How far can this “generation principle” be extended? Psalm 105:8-10
replies:

#F Psalm 105:8-10

8. MMM , BIKE , MATHHAEE , B TR,
9. MEHETHIZEAING , BLURFENE.

10. XEENEREEREH , AGTIERKENL

— TR KRRKEZH, AR , MELFNOEETER,

A thousand generations — imply an eternal covenant. Eternal
succession — in every
generation, the line of God’s covenant people shall be maintained.

B Deut. 7:9
9. FFLL, IREXEEMMEMRN LT  #ELT K EEENLT. NEHTH
B ASTH  BEE  BETR,

EREXNEHREM , THEEACHNENEEN,
This passage: the decalogue’s role as summation of the Mosaic
covenant.

H Ex. 20:5, 6

5. FARERLS , 4 FXTEET , RARBMNERN LFRESMBH LT
BRE , BXBNMBNE , BREF , BE=EK

6. BE, THAGH  RUEMMAREE  EIFR.
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(HRRKEE) 20:6 (MDEER 7:9 ) RETFHR : BRR , KEZH,
As enlightened by Deut. 7:9, Ex. 20:6 refers to thousands of generations.
God will show loving kindness to a thousand generations. Reference to
a “thousand generations” intends to depict the concept of an eternal
covenant.

fE Tttt AL AYR AT BRIRIGRYES ¢

In the context of the genealogical principle, Peter’s words are to be
understood:

#E Acts 3:25
25. IRMMREHNFR , AZ EFEARMERAING , EETRANER
Bk , HFERRE.

DENE , BA , KEZONED , EZRIFHNENA.
The genealogical provisions of the covenants with Abraham, Moses,
and David extend into the new covenant.

NARBEFAENS, ¥, SR LFBONBEEN TR

Covenant relates not only to external matters; it includes the gift of the
Spirit to God’s people.

E Isaiah 59:21

21. BRFIEERR , ERBEMMATLNN , DRIER. RINGHRNE 1%%“1’]“1’9
EATBRN O , B TBREAFEAERF2RFTND , £SEIKEE
ERFZERD

DHUZENED , SRRXEE,
The blessing of Abraham is related to the receiving of the Holy Spirit.

FHNEHESEE  RERLFENEH S HNENES.
The gift of the Spirit to new covenant believers comes in fulfillment of
the covenant promises to Abraham.

N Galatians 3:13 - 14
13. EBHARMIT TR, nEBELERMRMELINRE. BAKLLREE
FRHE*EJ:%BIE?&JLEHE@O 1
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14. EFEMESHNENE , REBNKATUERRNBA , ERMARGEEIE
FFVEE,
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law ... in order that in
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles

so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”
(Gal. 3;13, 14)

MEMT 2R R Al : TWO COROLLARY PRINCIPLES:
. TiEHE (8 ) o WREAI : “Grafting” principle

RECERE , KRB MmN , tAReEENNERE

From the earliest time, the “in grafting” of those not of natural Israelite
birth was made a possibility:

£l Gen. 17:12, 13

12. fRAEHHERRNEF  BRERELN  EERETZABETFRAAEY
ETRENR , FESHE,

13. IRREANFRARFEY , FLEASEE, B8  RONORIERMAEL
eI o

# Romans 11:17, 19
17. BEEEBRBFHFT TR, REFMBESEEHY , —EAEEMEBROET,
19. fRER . "HRFEFT TR, REAHUREL, |

f Galatians 3:29
29 RPEBTEEE  RETHRNENES  EREEFEIEENT.,

. TBIBR, MYRAI “Pruning” principle

RERANZFZIMENRE , WA seittbr A EWBIER,

It is also possible for a natural seed of Abraham to be removed from its
position of privilege.

ERAMELFHTRANZERGY  RRAEET,

This principle may be traced back to the earliest experience of the line
of promise.

# Romans 9:13
13. EUELEmE , (HEERRMEN , URERAEN, )

B8 #9/2™ Edition/2008
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3§ Cf Malachi 1:2, 3

2. HBRER : REBMHRM. RANR  REFMELERME, BBMER : U
BTRBEENITE. RATHS

3. BLUR, FEMALETR | T ¥ SAEE N H A,

£l Genesis 25:23
23. EBMIZEL R - MEERER. MIKRERIRE EHR, ERAER IR,
RN ERE DN,

EE "Bk, NES  BHERE THENGIAL NER L,
This concept of pruning must be given full weight in the definition of
“Israel.”

EFEUEIA , FREENFE ELREANFNREMS.

“Israel” cannot be identified merely as ethnic descendants of Abraham.

# Romans 9:6
6. ETRRLFTMFEETZE, RARUGIEN , TEHIAEFIA,

LHFRANELURISHE  UEIA — FRAERIHNENE
H 6 MEARHAFENELHNEIA ; MEREFELmEREE
REIIAFBA

Those who, in addition to being related to Abraham by natural
descendancy, also relate to him by faith, plus those Gentiles who are in
grafted by faith, constitute the true Israel of God.

iE TEIRRL MRE , WAEERR A AMBHI R,
This “pruning” principle does not have the effect of nullifying the
genealogical principle of natural descendency.

"EIRR . RABMAERIERNARES ; BYXFRR  LFFE
it KRN BE TP ZET .

The “pruning” principle may threaten any who would be
presumptuous, but it does not suggest that God’s grace works against
the natural order of creation.
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LHERENERS T ETHRECRAENKRT (RE ) ; DE2EY
AHYSE,

The grace of God in salvation is not against creation’s order; it is
against sin.

EEfEBLFRBAINR  FERE—&E "BR / B,
=2 %.

The Christian must avoid a nature/grace dichotomy as he considers the
working of God in salvation.

LENRBEITEERERRAIENRT, MRERAIERFEEN
_%Bﬁo

Redemption has the effect of restoring the order of creation, and the
solidarity of the family is one of the greatest of creation’s ordinances.

EHFHIREIFEREHARETEN. EHFRBEOEIERF LK
- El): D e

The genealogical character of redemption’s activity underscores the
intention of God to work in accord with, rather than in discord with,
this creational ordering.

Rt : EHFittRANTHRON ; EXREENNE—HNEE
o

Therefore: The genealogical principle of God’s covenantal activity
stresses the unity of the covenants.

LHREEN , XTFHNTHEF , EX— TR,
“Unto a thousand generations” God abides faithful to his covenant
promises.

LHEHHARNEE  EFANRRERERRA—8 ( LFH
FR)o

This faithfulness across generations binds all successive covenants to
one another.

DRNFEZYN , BERZNNRE2N , B—ENN TR,
The covenants of Abraham, Moses, and David actually are successive
stages of a single covenant.



46

2. EHEBNBE—M  8FEHY

Unity Includes (Incorporates) God’s New Covenant

Led| EAPRAESHEG , £ LFE R RBERLM (BN ) WD
g, Mkt EFEUEIFERFAFEG , 2 (BN ) NN TE
FURL ( FERR ) o

The new covenant, promised by Israel’s prophets, does not appear as a
distinctive covenantal unit unrelated to God’s previous administrations. The
new covenant promised to Israel represents the consummate fulfillment of the
earlier covenants.

MHEDSRNEZN , BEEZONAREZNEEEH (£o ) WEE,
E—H  RENEABRFNNESNHOERE "RE2i0, Ml
55%%&0

This organic relation of the new covenant to the covenants of Abraham,
Moses and David, finds explicit development in the Old Testament prophecies
concerning the covenant, and also in the New Testament realization of this
consummating covenant.

iy

il

THIEBEVIHMOAES , MORRZANE K BEENAKENER
FE&R

From either perspective, the new covenant may be understood in no other way
than as a realization of the prophetic projections found in the Abrahamic,
Mosaic, and Davidic covenants.

BRAKCHANTEAS RESH ; BERENAIONMER 2 EZRR
Jeremiah’s classic prophecy clearly relates the new covenant to the Mosaic
covenant.

BB Jeremiah 31:31 - 33

31. BRMZESR : "HFEE , REHEUGHIRME ARSI

32. NMERNBFMAMERNTF , EEMHRR R | REMAIINN. RBEEWLP
XK, FIaE 7TENN, EREIMERN,

33. BRFIERR : "HPL B FUR , REUBSIRAIMNWTIRER. REBENEER
EMER , FEMBMHL L. REEMMANLT  AZEERNFR. o
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LA RELBFIRINBARINFY , EARPERNELTIEREE 2L,
AR, EFESHNEEZERMINOMR L,

This “new covenant” with the “house of Israel and with the house of Judah”
will not be like the Mosaic covenant in its externalistic features. But the law
of God as revealed to Moses shall be written on the heart.

FEENAERBER. T8 , LFERNRHATEEINGRATE,

The substance of the law will be the same; the mode of its administration is

different.
EX#® K BEAKAESHHNEEILNNERE LREEER
Mo

The form may change, but the essence of the new covenant of Jeremiah’s
prophecy relates directly to the law-coveant made at Sinai.

i (BRXE) 28 , HFONESNEHENE 2 OEERR,

In the following chapter (32), Jeremiah combines a reference to the new
covenant with allusion to the ancient covenant made with Abraham.

LHEFERE  FEMBREMN TR (4187),
God will “faithfully plant” his people “in this land” (verse 41).

LHEBEMRMER - , EE—ERE , EMRMAXERRM (39, 40
B) .

He will “give them one heart and one way” that they may fear him always (vv.
39-40).

HB Jeremiah 32:39-41

39. REFMMELEORE , FuUbMAKERRE , FHEMANGMAREN FEREE
%,

40. X BEEMMIKENY , HEEMMESR |, W REREMP  BEEAEMAERERN
O, TEERE.

41. RO EERBREMMH  ERORE , ABESKMMARA LT,

FHSELERERBER , MIELEHENE 2NN ERERRT,

By combining these themes, Ezekiel joins the Abrahamic with the new
covenant.

MR A—EERE  NDRELFFRATBENER ().

These two covenants unite to form a single expectation for God’s people.

B8 #9/2™ Edition/2008
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SR LA AE th A F A M £ 7 o Rl Aie AV A B IE R 2R
The prophet Ezekiel also relates the new covenant to God’s previous
dispensations.

5342025 RE E FARERUGHIRI—E "FR2H1 -
Ezekiel 34:20ff. refers to a “covenant of peace” which God will establish with
Israel.

#& Ezek. 34:20 - 25

20. FFSA , EEPFIZEM IR | R AXE BB 3 FE 3 o R e 74 R

21, RAGRMAZRAEHEE—CIESN , XAM/KE , UBIEbIEE.

22, FiMA , BAERBBHBETBERY. B UEFEMNFE DT,

23, BN —HMABEMM , B, RERNEAKE. hAEGM , Eimn
Ao

24, BREBFIEXEMPIN £ RNZAKXEXERPFEEE. ERBMERD,

25. BABRMMIPERNG , FEBENE , MIRALEERE , MEEMKD,

LHFEEMAPBRIBA , RRHNEARE , #RMFEEE
Rt , FOMBENN RE 2N REER,

God will set over them one shepherd, his “servant David,” who will be prince
over them. (verses 23-24). Thus the new covenant merges with the Davidic
covenant.

RALERESHA—BRBANEXE  #TEANFE2H , BAZKY , K
F2 KM EFEREL BT MR EEE — i,

In a second, most remarkable passage, the prophet Ezekiel combines allusions

to the Abrahamic, Mosaic, and Davidic covenants with a word of prophecy
concerning Israel’s future covenantal expectations.

hEEERRT , ERBHMR-—RNIBE (#537:24-26)

He anticipates by divine inspiration the day in which:

#& Ezek. 37:24 - 26

24, BEBEAKREXMEMFANE , REXE—ERA. tAXIERRGRE  EFET
R 25,

25 PR EERBRREARSHL L | REERMEEMEZ . EFAFMBMHNF
R, AFHENFR , BREEEDE. BOEARELERPANE | EIXE,
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26. W EHRBEMALFZHN , FREAN. REBRSMAREESR ., EHFAHAR
8% , REMBMPERIENER , BEIXE,

EEBRKEXE , —ZHENRHNG  HEEER—ELFHNFTIE,

Now all three ancient covenants combine into a single divine ordering.

LHEANERT , MEFOPRHR , EESH. TAMNES  E&ET
DRUEZN, BAZH , KEIWNMEREFENGH AMIOS
tH

By the new covenant, all the promises of God find their consummation.

These prophetic passages relate the Abrahamic, Mosaic, and Davidic
covenants to Israel’s future covenant expectation.

EEONENE OB ELFNFRRR  ATRHFE. #FH. TN
RRENAMANENHENESNER.

The new covenant does not appear in the promises of the Old Testament as
some novelty previously unknown to God’s people. Instead, the new covenant
represents the collation of all the old covenant promises in terms of a future
expectation.

RENORS  ESNTRIZAEEIERFTONAESHESR.

So far as the history of the Old Testament people of God is concerned, the
provisions and expectations of the new covenant never found realization.

BEREMERNES K EWEBc®E—@ "XRIEL (DED ) B
Prophecies concerning restoration to promised land received a “mini-
realization” at the point of return after exile.

FHFFASH 70 FWiBc® , LEd KAV DI,

Israel did return to the land after the 70 years of prophesied captivity had
transpired.

ARERWNERE K HARER , TURREHNEATESNER,
Yet this small-scale restoration, significant though it may have been, hardly

could be understood as fulfilling the magnificent expectations described by
Israel’s prophets.
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EESCE (ERRIKE) 32 EfyEe.

Calvin explains the prophecy of Jeremiah 32:

“When Christians explain this passage and the like, they leave out the liberation of the people
remnant Babylonian exile, as though these prophecies did not belong at all to the time; in this
they are mistaken. And the Jews who reject Christ, stop in that eartnly deliverance. But the
Prophets, as I have said, begin with the return of the people, but they set Christ also in the
middle, that the faithful might know that the return was but a slight taste of the full grace,
which was alone to be expected from Christ; for it was then, indeed, that God really planted
his people.”

(John Calvin, Commentaries on the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah and the Lamentations,
Grand Rapids, 1950, 4:220-221.)

EIFORE , INORERY , TERASERVEE,
In the glories of the New Testament era, the new covenant is formally
inaugurated.

LHENRFEXRRE |, Fit £ THENFRR , 0T EER T EBNNER.

By the ministries of the incarnate son of God the new covenant finally brought
to fruition the promises of the Abrahamic, the Mosiac and the Davidic
covenants.

HRERE BN , REFE ( UHNNBRE ) WER,
Jesus Christ indicates the point of formal inauguration of the new covenant, at
the institution of the covenantal meal of the Lord’s Supper.

FERBNARE . ENFRABRMAINTN , RARMRLERY (8
22:20 ) o

Having taken the cup, he declares: “This cup which is poured out for you is
the new covenant in My blood” (Luke 22:20).

ERRSZ , EEFZHNFBNEN DM (ARGHRM ) RA - FHOK
M7,
At that crucial moment, Jesus communicates by word and deed that the

distribution of the cup representing his blood is the inauguration ceremony of
the new covenant.

WHEST , TBRLFFRNBE  BAUMURE , EZNERT,
No longer is the covenant a promise to be anticipated. It is a reality to be
enjoyed.

EE#ERTEE , Mie  BEUEANNNNESE  MHNNER.

The Christian celebrates the reality of this new covenant relationship, each
time he participates in the Lord’s Supper.
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EERBEUEATERONER, tER EHRNE
Paul the apostle recognizes this supper to be a covenantal feast in that he
echoes the words of the Lord Jesus concerning the “new covenant”:

HRBT 1 Cor. 11:25
25. BRf% , BRESRAR , R TENRARNOAMINTN  RASEERE, B
WiT , BNERSHK. |

(FREEE) NEEEAR , FONES  BFEHAN , HEEER
T temEbs| RERRIKWVTES -

The writer to the Hebrews also recognizes the fulfillment of these new
covenant promises for the present age by citing Jeremiah’s prophecy at two

points:

3 Heb. 8:6-13

6. WSEEFFTENBIEEEN  FNMEEESHNDR, EHNESREESEN
hvd: o

7. MEINEBERBRIE  REESRROT.

8. FRIAEHEEMMBEMHR | (I IAEEINHNNERAR ) BFHEE , REEUES|
SR AR5 MHH

9. MEENZFMAERNF , REMLRRHOER , BEMALING. BT
BEOFRNG , RuTEMBM. ER-RERMN.

10. EXFR : BEEFUE  REUBTIRFAUNNTIRER, RERENEREALM
Em, BEafio L REFLAN LS , afAEEEN TR,

1. M FASAKEECHBBNECTHER , R REFEEE ; BREMRSEDH
FEKRH , BLEEK

12. RERRMANTE , THESMMANFER,.

13. BERRATH , BEINAET ; ENHEHEN , ORBERT.

3 Heb. 10:15-18

15. EROHRMAMERR. EARBEERS,

16. X5 LR FUE, REMMFMINNODEEERESRNEEBEMMLL, X
EREMMNER,

17. LERR: REBILSMMN R, MbMEiBL.

18. ELFBREEHE RTAEARRSET,
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(BRERE) WEBRIEEZNNE | BIRE (BRAXE) AENFHN
(K86, LEE9:15),

In these contextual comments, the writer relates the “better” covenant of the
present age to the “new” covenant prophesied by Jeremiah (cf. Heb. 8:6 with

9:15).

3K Heb. 9:15

15. BUtHAET FHON PR, BERZILE T AEHNZHMEHTER , FUKREZASE
EMEFKENEE,

BRMREE  BRKRIW "#H B0 RREEHRMAFNRRE.
In a most pointed fashion, he indicates that Jeremiah’s word concerning the
“new” covenant is the Holy Spirit bearing witness to “us” (Heb. 10:15).

* Heb. 10:15
15. BEEUHRMAERE, AABEDRAE ,

Rt HPIERERER -

DHAUFE  BENAKENY K ESHNFTNCERR (KE) T, L%
MK, £ —EtAHE &N

Thus it may be concluded that: The covenants of Abraham, Moses and David
find fulfillment in the reality of the new covenant of the present day. God’s
covenants throughout the ages are one.

AR ZEREY (consummating) ; FEEREEAMI AT LAE HAIAVH — 1o
This oneness finds splendid testimony in the consummating character of the
new covenant.

3. MM — S LFREEENMEING
Unity Extending to the Covenants made with Noah and Adam

DHAFCHNNRERRNG , FBRAE ? K —Ha B LN

s ?
How do the covenantal administrations prior to Abraham relate to later

covenants? Does the unity of God’s covenant include these -earlier
administrations?
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A EFEPTINN , BEYTREAENEE , W EFEREHE
ARECHNBERELN TR,

The covenant with Noah provides the preservative structure by which
God’s purpose to redeem a people for himself may be realized.

£l Gen. 8:22
22, WIETFHEMER  BE X2 KE , EEARKFTEET.

BEEEISK  BERRFE , REFITHNES , #E B2 En AT I
Y49,

Even today, the regularity of seasons remains established, because of
God’s covenanting word with Noah.

B. AEBZRCR IFESHRA  BRRATEREFES ()
EREHCREEN TR,

The curse pronounced soon after the fall of man was, at the same time, a
commitment by the Almighty to redeem a people to himself.

RECERFTERILFOPINEER , ERE (AN ) BEEBBH

8 :
In Romans, Paul alludes to the covenantal commitment of God to guarantee
the triumph of the seed of the redeemed over Satan:

# Rom. 16:20

20. BELZHLET , RELBERBERMNT. BEREEHHREENZENRME
£,

£l Gen. 3:15

15. BXEURMNZABERMN. FORFNZANREERERMN. RANWKRE
EEMRNE , REEHHRR,

Rt : EHFVHNER , RELEERNE , REKAZERN :

Thus — God’s word of commitment spoken first to the serpent has abiding
significance today.
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C. 78, EHFREEEFNNVAUNY , AP O EREAABRBMEL
T

Certain aspects of God’s bond with pre-fallen man ended with the entrance
of sin.

AEBRETERYNERE  BECERTCIOHEZMIRT, T1B
HEEREBELNER  AMARLFRUEREN , NAYAEEE
B

Man no longer faces Adam’s option to choose whether to eat the forbidden

fruit. Nevertheless, man continues to exist throughout the ages as a being
made in God’s image with certain obligations to the Creator.

ANERREERS  ABEH , AFHENT  EELR TR LG

AIENMREN E |, EEIIRE,
He still has the responsibility to multiply, to subdue the earth, and to offer
the work of his hands to the glory of the Creator/Redeemer.

RABENANMENEDARAEGEEE (F) BFK , At EFHEARR
MK, DAY, ERBEEEN.

Because of this continuing relationship of creature to Creator, the original
bond of God to man continues to have abiding significance.

458 . CONCLUSION:
RTEH , (B PHNEBRIER N, LFIHN , BN F
REB# ; 2 KT HEN,

The covenant structure of Scripture manifests a marvelous unity. God, in
binding a people to himself, never changes.

Hit , REEINBREE , LFHSTHTRNBESD |, VAIRHE

(covenant administration) EB 2 BI & — BHY .

Therefore: from Adam to Christ, a unity of covenantal administration
characterizes the history of God’s dealing with his people.
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(=) L% : ABBIHR — 1 Unity of Theme in All of God’s Covenants

(EfE) BELFMMN , AR (X&) LHEAR N, AR LW —
B, RELFEEHN T RAVGBZ D,

The divine covenants of Scripture show a thematic unity. This unity of theme is
the heart of the covenant as it relates God to his people.

LEREtpFRINNNBERR  REFRMANLT , RAZEBRH TR
A single phrase recurs as the summation of the covenant relationship:
“I shall be your God, you shall be my people.”

EURTHBANG TUERREREA, B TEHFREMEE. . ETRE

RO EBR,
This phrase can be designated the “Immanuel principle” of the covenant: “God
with us.” This declaration is the heart of the covenant.

1. EEXE , HRELFHERIANE  BHE , KEMYNNIHNE,
This theme appears explicitly in connection with the covenants with Abraham,
Moses, David and the New Covenant.

EAFEE—IXERMNEl 17:7, The first occurrence of the phrase: Gen. 17:7.

£l Gen. 17:7
7. BEEARIMRIEHRARNETEIRNYN  EXENYN  REERIRETN L
W,

LHFRIUERE , FERDANF LMK ENRE (seal) o

God establishes circumcision as the seal of the Abrahamic covenant.

LHEEDENERE VORI EW,

God reassures Abraham, his covenant commitment is settled.

LHFBREE , # "EFERANRERFEN LT, | EEEREFEES.
The Lord affirms his intention “to be God to you and to your seed after you.”
The abiding significance of this relationship.

EUFREEANNERRHE  BH®HA.
Under the Mosaic covenant, the phrase appears frequently, with pointed
emphasis.
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WHBRLEBER , LHFRRUCIHIRBRERR AR 2 , FLFNE
K.

The essence of the covenant has to do with the deliverance of Israel from the
bondage of Egypt, in order to become the Lord’s people.

H Ex. 6:6, 7

6. FILMREHLUGIAR: "REDNE. REAMERNEEEERHERRA
AR PR BN BRI E T,

7. REUGMARNEYS  RUBHERMAN LS, RAZHOEREMBMERMAN L
F, RRORPRERRAZERN. |

ATyl EERERER , EFREUGSIA R fIRERR , HifiE
BCHA , EATEMMFNBR. GMEREET LEFHE , B
BLEEHNTR.

At the covenantal inauguration at Sinai, God reminds Israel that he delivered

them from Egypt and brought them to himself. If they continue in obedience,
they will be his own treasure.

H Ex. 19:4, 5

4, BEABRRAFANE  RAKERT , EEERNESRMASERAE L  &KE
ES

5. WSHRPEBEERRNE  BIRNY  RECERTEBRNFR. Aadit
HRERW.

EEAAREERMER WNERN LFERUEIREHKRNEE,
Elsewhere in the Pentateuch, we find the same connection between (a) the
essence of the covenant, and (b) deliverance from Egypt.

F Lev. 11:45
45. REBRMERHERGELROIBNE | SEEPAGLS  FIURMHEEEZ, BAR
2-ch-4: 0

XEBE—REMREEIESR : At another point Moses reminds the people:

B Deut. 4:20
20. ERFIZEMSMRAMRRREER  REEE K EREECELN TR, 8SE—%.
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el REERFREELFHENERNLNE K BEEESMMARENE

fy
As Israel stands before God in the plains of Moab to renew the bonds of the
covenant, Moses indicates the express purpose of their gathering.

B Deut. 29:13
13. 58 , WEBMAIRFIESNE , XERFESHENE | UK FTENE , 51
SRERI FR | MAELRI £ 75,

LHFINHNERN , REFE - ZEAEBN TR,
The very purpose of the covenant is God’s intention to make a people to be
his own.

FTEL : THEREFORE:
ETRNZZHNEACHNE  BENINROEZNER,

Same summary of the essence of the covenant is in the Mosaic and Abrahamic
covenants.

EREZHNE , BN OEBENER

The same formula of covenantal summation appears in the Davidic covenant.

—REBREZ , ARABABRL LB NN EAET K AFELFHK
FENBRENE. (FIER) THEHSEHNEEY  LFRXEFUN
NANHHBRERR

At one crucial point, the high priest Jehoiada replaces the corrupted Queen
Athaliah with seven-year-old Jehoash, in order to maintain the line of David.

IT Kings indicates the significance of the event. The covenant with David is
related to the essence of God’s covenant commitment.

T F I Kings 11:17

17. BMABBAEEMRERMELLY , FERBNENR. NEXRREIW.

And Jehoida cut the covenant between Yahveh and between the king, and
between the people to be a people for Yahveh; and between the king and
the people.

FEHRETIERKEH : Parallel account:
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A II Chron. 23:16

16. BMABAEBRRMELLY , BEEBMENR.
And Jehoida cut a covenant between him(self) and between all the people,
and between the king, to be a people for Yahveh.

BRI AR BRI T 1849 2 T 2 =18 2 B 2 B LA B BIR R
1 2

Did Jehoiada institute two, three, or four covenantal relations? How do these
various covenant relate to one another? Interesting questions.

EHFNNROEER , EREZNBERRY,
The essence of the divine covenant finds explicit expression in the Davidic
covenant.

LHREBFRENRERECHNR  BURJIIRFLFHNEBR , REE
BB,

The maintenance of the Davidic line in covenantal relation with Yahveh is
related specifically with Israel’s being “a people for Yahveh.”

DRSO EEwE L8 XKENER.
Ezekiel also discusses God’s commitment to David in terms of the essential
theme of the covenant.

LAEFEBRTELR, —RHOFER | RERMANLET  RAZERD
FRo

Ezekiel modifies the normal formula. As the full phrase generally occurs, it
contains: (1) I shall be your God, and (2) you shall be my people.

DRGSRV LR | BEXE2N BB

But Ezekiel dramatizes the relation of the covenantal formula to the Davidic
covenant. The prophet declares:

4E Bzek. 34:24
24. REBMZESMEMPIG LF | ROEAKEREMPAFEET, ELBNERY,

RERVRNAR  RE2UEIR. BAMGEBEHMEN , FHit2lL
&3 REBEBAE,

As covenantal representative, David substitutes for the whole of the people.
Because he belongs to the Lord, all the people belong to the Lord.

B8 #9/2™ Edition/2008



59

N OEENER £ LFERAENRENERRR,
The essence of the covenant finds its fulfillment through God’s intimate
relation with the heir to the Davidic throne.

EFNONER R FLFEN TR,

The new covenant is also interpreted in its essence, by the use of this phrase,
“to be a people for the Lord™:

HB Jeremiah 24:7
7. BEBGKMOARERNS , MERRENE, tMEEEN TR , BEFMBAN L
%, AAMMAE—-LFEOR.

HB Jeremiah 31:33
33. EPAIERR : THER FLUE  BELUEIIRMUNNIDRER  RERNEEN
EMMER , EEMEMAO L. REEMMANLES  ASERNFR. |

BB Jeremiah 32:37 - 38

37. RERKR. BRRMAERF , SUBIAERRE, AE , BLEBESEMAER
H2R , FEMPEE i |, FhfRAEE.

38. MERERNFR , BREFEMBAN LS.

BMFEE  EFFREREER . H—X , B E=BEEMER IR
Fo

Zechariah: dimension of the future covenantal expectations for God’s people.
Zechariah anticipates the day, in which many nations will be joined to Yahveh.

g3 Zechariah 2:11
11. BRBs , HEFZEISHEBNE /it ( EXHER ) NFR. (BEXER ) EEENR
== .

W ERBEMR , B2 THIBA

The essence of the covenantal relationship is clearly extended to include the
Gentiles.

g3 Zechariah 8:8
8. REMEMIK , FfMEEERELD, PAZERNFR. REEMMN LT ,
MBHEN L=
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The ethical significance of the essence of the covenantal bond. In the day
of the full restoration of the people of God, they will be God’s people in
truth and righteousness.

Rt +H8FREZXBMLRABER (EE ).

Therefore, the people are to speak the truth to one another:

g3 Zechariah 8:16
16. RMPFFETHRER , SAEBSREHE | TP O R T2 Y B FE A FEE,

ERRNEREFONLFTFFRE L, (LT M EEEER -
. )

This verse finds explicit application to God’s new covenant people as they
enjoy the unity of the body of Christ.

38 Eph. 4:25
25. FRMRMERERS  SAEBSRES. RARMREMARKE.

i (B B, INBRLERBEREEATELELFSNTRE L : K 8:10,
M 6:16,

Explicit application of the essence of the new covenant to God’s people in the
present (New Testament) age is found in Hebrews 8:10, and II Corinthians
6:16.

3K Hebrews 8:10
10. EXGER : LA FUR , BREUBHIRMUNNDRER. REBRBEKREAMM
Em|, EEMfo L, BEFBMAN LT , aPEERHNTFE.

M 11 Corin. 6:16
16. LEHBRAEGEEBHER ? RARMEBXKELFHR. RNLFER . REL
PR EEE , PP RERE, REAMEN LT  tPAEERN TR,

IHEHEHNTREER  BE5HER ; RBEANNFNNZOE
. LFEBUBIIRKRRE D BIH R,

This call to a separated holiness represents a most appropriate application of

the covenant formula, since Moses originally related the phrase to Israel’s
separation from the uncleanness of Egypt.
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F Cf. Leviticus 11:44-47, esp. 44-45:

44, REBNERMN LT , IUGRMNEREEER  EARESEEN. RMAETTER
Nal:0) (27 ber A= TS

45. RELRMRRR HEHROIBNE  EHEEMANLT  IUGRHEEERE , B5R
REEN.

2. EEEE  BAELFEEFEMTFRED , BEHR,

The theme “I shall be your God and you shall be my people” is developed
particularly in association with God’s actually dwelling in the midst of his
people.

() EHREBF-HEENSEE B LFEEHRNTRE
o

The reality of God’s residing among his people displays an ever-increasing
significance throughout Scripture.

LHENER, REBIERI LF2H S FEKRSNEE  EEN
HENLF T RELHRIE.

It moves from the figure of the tabernacle to the figure of the temple to the

figure of the city of God. It involves the incarnate Christ, the church of Christ,
and the final glorification of God’s people.

EE—ERR  LFEEHTRETNEE  HRONKOER : RE
EIRMAN EF  FAZERN FR.

In each case, God’s dwelling among his people is related directly to the heart
of the covenant concept: “I shall be your God and you shall be my people.”

LHEERFREPERE , RUNNE  KEGLR2GMAN LT G2

B F Ro
By dwelling in their midst, God seals the reality of the fact that he indeed is
their God and they indeed are his people.

2% NN OERDBVER,

Tabernacle = the initial fulfillment of the essence of the covenantal relation.

LEBWNesZEeR , FutErEeMET.

God commanded Israel to construct the Tabernacle that he might dwell among
them.
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H Ex. 25:8
8. NEAREER, FRULMIEMMTE,

EFRLFREbTREMmNMT

The tabernacle was to be the place of God’s meeting with his people.

H Ex. 29:42 - 44

2. EEEBNERN , 88M0 , FRAEERKKEMNER. REEBEERME
g , MRMRE.

3. REENBEHEUBIANE , SERERBRNKIERRE,

44, REFSENEHRE W EFDRAMH R FRE  RRURTNES .

ERDHHRNERR  LHFEEURIRFED |, FHEMIHN LS,
The effect of the consecration of the tent of meeting was that: God would
dwell among the sons of Israel, and would be their God.

H Ex. 29:45
45. REFEURTIAFE | EbMe L5,

F Lev. 26:9 - 13

9. REFRBMRM , EMRMEERS , W ERERMRERLNN,

10. fRMIEELERIE , X A FTE 06 PRIE.

1. REERMPBLENERS , BN OEBFRERM.

12. BEEMRMAPETE , BREERMAN LT , RAZEERN TR,

13. BR2EBBMEERMNO LT , SRR EELEER , FRATIERRANRE , &
B RMIPTE T , WRFES ME.

(@) ZRXBHABMNEAMNEEHFREPRENER ; BXRL
FREE-EPRE SR BEEHTRES,

The emphasis in Deuteronomy on “the place” where the Lord was to “choose
for his name to dwell” anticipates the centralization of God’s dwelling in Zion
among his people.

B Deut. 12:5, 11, 14

5. {EERFMERMN LFRAMAZIIRPBEARERLGENERN , FAREETHEE
KA,

11. BEERKFMDHARMNER, FRR, To7R—2ZYUHNFHHEK | WoEPME
FrEERI — =R |, HEDBMNERMLFMEREELAMENER.
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14. HEREMFERRB—ORFINEEN LS , RREERERESR , THE-VIFTBH
fREY,

B Deut. 14:22
22. fRERIRHMEMEN , MERFRHMEEMEN , 27—,

A Deut. 16:2, 6,7, 11

2. REEBNEMBEETAMBNER , R4 BXEPERBEN S BIGINE
YRE9 E7E,

6. RAEEMMERLFEMBEETAMBNER , B AENER  DRAEREE
1%, BORMEIL,

7. BEBMERLFEMBENMLAEAETE (EREE )  REEEREIRNIR
T

1. fRARR %, 8 AEERBEOFIRA , AREFRMATEEENRNZER ,
BEEPHMER B MBET AN BNER , EHMERNG L FEaTERL.

ENRERBAHN IR , HROERHR | LFEEN FREE.
At the heart of the theocracy is the principle of God’s being with his people.

BENREEERNES R LFREMTIRPESE , MNHREEERE
R

Projections concerning the future also relate God’s dwelling in the midst of
his people to covenant fulfillment.

(LAERE)  LFNER

Ezekiel expands on the figure of God’s tabernacle:

#& Ezek. 37:26 - 28

26. XERERMPIIFLRIN , EAKN. BUEKOMRBEESBEMIIN A B
% | REMPAPERIROER , BEXE.,

27. BMNEFRAEMMATE, REFEGMNLS  aMEERN TR,

28, BMEFEN@IIATEETIKE , ABARSEE , REWLEFIKBENERH
#,
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WA EFFE TRV LT  BERSRNIRR , EEAE, L%
Bt FRIEE  EERPER.

The summarizing formula of the covenant is related directly to future
expectations concerning the sanctuary: it will be realized in the form of the
temple.

EFOBRONTL2ER  UERARRFOIR , MENBZD.
In terms of the consummate experience of the new covenant, the theme of
Immanuel as the sum of the covenant also plays a central role.

EHENERERRE , FEAR,

God tabernacles in human flesh by the presence of the Incarnate Son.

% John 1:14
14. BERTARE , FERMATE K ZrhmitEeEH8  EEE, Rt RBHHEN ,
EERBETFHEL,

LtFENFRARLEFHNER,
God’s people = temple of the Lord, “being built together into a dwelling of
God in the Spirit.” (Eph. 2:21-22)

38 Eph. 2:21 - 22
21 & (SifF2 ) EREUEBHREEX  IFRATNER.
2. Pt RREREE , A L EREEEEENTE.

WEFHRENTFREATLE ; LENSBERAR :

The great multitude of the redeemed which no one can number serve the Lord
day and night in his temple, having God’s tabernacle spread over them (Rev.
17:5).

B Rev. 7:15
15. FBL , fbff97E L B AR , ERENBPESH, LEENERARER M,

NN AABRERE (BE) B, REERURE 213

The final echo of the covenantal formula in Scripture is found in Revelation
21:3
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B Rev. 21:3
3. REBSABINREEHRKR , W, . FHREEAR, EHEARE, HE

RN TR, EFERBRAMBE | FMLS.

And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle
of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be
His people, and God Himself shall be among them.”

EHNETX , RELFNAEREE  IRFHABLFERTRDHN
BRA&FTo

The context relates closely to the creation-ordering of things. A “new heaven

and new earth” prepare the way for the consummate dwelling of God among
his people.

BX Rev. 21:1
. RXER—MEHFXFt,. RALNHWKBERBET, BEFES T,

AIEEONETENERE  EFEM  UERNERE , BEEELS (B
&) NEE,

This echo of creation in relation to the theme of the covenant supports the
suggestion that: The Immanuel principle binds the whole of Scripture together.

HNNFROAR , EET LFEMFREENERESL.
At the heart of the covenant may be found the substance that unifies the long
history of God’s dwelling with his people.

3. LEREMTFRNER , NEKRSE  EEE-—EAS LEISH,
The theme “I shall be your God and you shall be my people” reaches its
climax through its embodiment in a single person.

HEER NI THRZEWER (KE).

In Christ, the covenant theme finds consummate fulfillment.

RO ER  REAGSIHEEDNHENEER.

The essence of the covenant concept unites with Israel’s messianic expectations.

BENERRNBEEFE—BAS L aRERNNBRLOER , HEE
* , W&,

The anticipation of the future focuses on a single individual who shall embody
in himself the essence of the covenant, while at the same time functioning as
messianic head.
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WEDESITHE , BRN. RBNENERA , R, TRERER
Z, R LFRIEBHNEND , EELFFRAN (PR )

YKo

The Messiah embodies the covenant through suffering in behalf of others. His
is the servant of the Lord, he is King, but destined to suffer. He is God’s
instrument appointed “a covenant to the people and light to the nations.”

E Isaiah 42:6
6. BEBMERLZBN , BDBEGWTF , RN, FUMERERAPR (PR K)
EAFBARN ,

E Cf Isaiah 49:8
8. HPAMZFEMUER : "HEIRMWHEHRREA T, ERMNWE FREB TH. RERE
0w, EHERERHPR , (PREXEN ) ERBHFEARZITRZAZE, |

E Isaiah 55:3, 4

3. MRMRMBIERR. AIEME , M4 EE. RYERMIULKY , MREFAKERATSE
B,

4. REUMEERNRER K ABRNEINAT.

FAIAMETE , BEE-—EAZF LEE , EXSIE,

In this single person, all God’s purposes find climactic fulfillment.

R LFEENTE , MECAKERART LFHIY,

He is the head of God’s kingdom and the embodiment of God’s covenant.

HEE, "REFRMOVLES  FAERNTFR) ERTERREINE
8o

In him “I shall be your God and you shall be my people” achieves incarnated
reality.

WEDRER (BER) BP0, RALFRENFEHE |, #iEma,
Because the various strands of hope for redemption converge on this single
person, He becomes the unifying focus of all Scripture.

"BEL M TR, WE "SRR KA.

Both “kingdom” and “covenant” unite under “Immanuel.”
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AT ( FFRETEMERN ) -

It is not “the blood of the covenant” that he administers, as does Moses:

H Ex. 24:8
8. EREMBEEHS L R, RE , ERIANMEBMERS —{IERRMIY
Opt:

HWEW : "EREMONM. |

Instead he solemnly declares “this is my blood of the covenant...”

X Matt. 26:28
28 AAERRINNM , ASAHKER , BREM.

& Cf. Luke 22:20
20. fREBELBEEREAR R, ENRRARMAIMFN. 2ERFAFRHERN,

#wRE  HENNFR TERTEENSRE  wEECSBEHN T
K.

As kingly covenant-mediator, he does not administer merely the laws of the
kingdom. It is himself that he administers to the people.

LHENER—E,. WNRLERBARANEE , EFEMOERE—E, £&
_ﬁﬂgo

The covenants of God are one. The recurring summation of the essence of the
covenant testifies to this fact.

EXMHEER , LHFNNEMA—.

In the person of Jesus Christ, the covenants of God achieve incarnational unity.

RAMBMEE , LHFNRF , YWFR, ETRIDEN ; Rk T

P&,
Because Jesus, the covenant mediator, is not divided, the covenants cannot be
divided.

FTHMECRE TN -3 , EABRREE —BRONKZLER,
He himself guarantees the unity of the covenants, because he himself is the
heart of each of the various covenantal administrations.
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V. EHFONZ s

DIVERSITY IN GOD’S COVENANTS
(Robertson, pp. 53-63.)

LHON , THREEBIEIEL 2@, BEE N,

Both structurally and thematically, the covenants of God are one.

ARLFEBRE LTINS K BRZESEN, WNZx  EXLE=FE:
But a rich diversity of covenantal administration appears in history.
Three basic structural distinctions have been suggested with respect to the covenants.

1. ﬁ“ & Z ﬁﬁ ) ﬁ“ & Z fﬁ Pre-Creation/Post-Creation Covenants

RAREUR , EADHAAEUF =N —BZBEINN , MEFERSE
BEA MBI

Since the Reformation, distinctions have been made between a pre-creation

covenantal bond among the persons of the Trinity, and a historical covenant
between God and men.

AIERREFUMNE "RB2, , TxEZN, , THN¥zE,
% TREZE.

Pre-creation covenant between the Father and the Son: “covenant of

redemption,” the “eternal covenant,” the “counsel of peace,” or “counsel of
redemption.”

EENIELBHEE 16,17 LN ERA. T8 , TOHBRER "R
- o S I

This particular “covenant” did not appear in 16™ and 17" century Reformed

creeds. But it has been recognized broadly among covenant theologians since
that time.

>

ER RMAFELFRAERESERECHNBERNRE -—ZBHN T
E. EFERIEHRNE , AMMHYNEERHN TR,

We certainly affirm that God intended from eternity to redeem a people to
himself. Before the foundation of the world, God set his covenantal love on
his people.
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AR, BELFERKENGTEFHETRER —EE ; EMEREE
FHEKERMLT—EY , MRS —EE., (B WRAFMAERLES
FERIE A ATy K EET &

But affirming the role of redemption in the eternal counsel of God is not the
same as proposing the existence of a pre-creation covenant between the Father
and the Son. Scripture simply does not say much of the pre-creation shape of
the decrees of God.

A TxEZL  AUFER (B ERBRRN.

“Covenant™: to extend the bounds of scripture evidence beyond propriety.

BE: "HEZHN., O FURAMNUEEEMINESRE , MARESHE
FREMIT THEN, EFEREOTNER  WURMBRBEI =B
BEiE "KENRL .

Further: most of the discussion assumes that a covenant was a mutual contract,
not as a sovereignly administered bond. In view of more recent light on the
character of biblical covenants, a “covenant” among members of the Trinity
appears even less likely.

2. K-y SN ) FEB 7% Covenant of Works/Covenant of Grace

TR M TREZE,  AESEXHXE. 16,17 HidBHHE
RYER &

This distinction is generally recognized; it has greater scriptural support.
Covenant theology has spoken of a “covenant of works” and a “covenant of
grace.”

(REBEREMNEE) , FtE  WEREARLNN

Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 7

— LIHEIEECHNEMINLLEER HEEENABEIRRLES
ffINEEE K AMEFESEGEBRLIENEEERR , bFIETRE]
LHEMES , FRUMANRERER , E¥FEERLNNGERE
BRHIE R B o

The distance between God and the creature is so great that, even though
rational creatures are responsible to obey him as their Creator, yet they
could never experience any enjoyment of him as their blessing and reward
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except by way of some voluntary condescension on his part, which he has
been pleased to express by way of covenant(a).

(a). EIsa. 40:13-17

13. EFREBANENL (HFEHRGETRIBNENE ) |, SR ERR
% 2

14. MERFEER , HEHEM  HELFHBRERME , UGHEEE B EEN
EEHLRE ?

15. B , BR#BGKBHN—F , XEMXFLENHE, wRERBEHFGE
Wz,

16. FEBHM ( BBk ) TRERE , HPNEBR B IREER.

17. BREMENTFGRESR  SKHEATRESE , JAED,

18 Job 9:32 - 33
3. WEARGREA , FRALUELKH , VERMTEERY,
33. REPREREEANA , TERMRERTE,

Ps. 113:5-6
5. HEHMNERMANLTR 2 BLEETSZE ,
6. HOHS BHEXLMTHES,

B Job22:2-3
2. ABHFELHAERE?SZEABEERAS,
3. RAANSE  SWULEEERE2RTAES , SEEREFIE?

{8 Job 35:7-8

7. RERAER  BEMEHEBER ? MR FEEESEER 2

8. {RHVBE , RALEIREEMA. RINASE , AU ABRE,

& Luke 17:10

10. B8, (ROERT —UIFFRHE , RER  RMUREANEA , FENE
ERMESEN,

£& Acts 17:24 - 25
24, BIEFHENETEYN LT  BEXBNE , RFEAFMENR.
25. UFRAAFRE , FEHROEE K BCfBSEDRE  BY , BHRE A,
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= EHWFBRAFMME (B ) NIRRT (IHF) 28, UE2NHNEA
MIERR AR EFELNPRERRIHEEE Y EMEEER R
H&RE,

The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works (b) in which life
was promised to Adam and, in him, to his posterity(c), upon condition of
perfect and personal obedience (d) .

(b).

(©).

B8 #9/2™ Edition/2008

£l Gen. 2:16 - 17
16. BBRIZE LB  ERSER EWEF , RIS,
17. ARDBIEEMLHRETF | (RATE | KARER B FHLEE.

{a] Hosea 6:7
7. APAMGDEEN  EEARKRITELREE

AN Gal. 3:12
12. BEBRRAFE , AR . T{TELEN, RLENEE, |
£l Gen. 3:22

22. EBMZE LR , MACKEKRMMEL , feBEEE , REDHMHEFE
MBI RFE , BOKREE

% Rom. 10:5

5. BARER: "ABTHREREZENE , RARNEE, |

# Rom. 5:12 - 14

12. ERMERB—AATHR , EXERRERN , AREZRHEIRARAR
ABET o

13. REFRZZE , FEREH L, BRERERLE , FUTESR,

14, RMREEZNER , ERMETE , ERETFETEL —ZKRBHNBIEMD
ET. TEDEBABERS AWK,

2 cf. . # Rom. 5:15 - 20,

15. ARBELEAMELE , EH— ANIBIE , FAHIET |, AR LEFHH B EHR
HEBMEE - ABRRPNEYE K STEMENEIRARE?

16. A—ALERERE , T WRH. ERBHRH-AMER. REH=EH
FZIBEmBER.

17. EE—AWBEL , EHRERE—AETE , ARFEZLEXTRMBZEN
EFEEXNBHEE - AEEWTPETE?
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18. FIMLERMK , A—RABE , RABKER , BE , B XNRTRAER
BHBREBEN T,

19. B—AWEE , RARAFEA , BE , B—ANIERE , RAEKB/ET

20. BEARNRY , WBILRESZ, ARFENRERS K BARERS T,

(d). £l Gen.2:17
17. ARDBIZEEHEMRTF , (RETE , RAIREU B FHBE.

AN Gal. 3:10
10. LATREARAR | MEMEEN ; BA (KL ) RB® : TARERET
B2 EETH , BESHE,

ABRAREEEACTARBELNEGED  TRERELE-LN , 28
BA TRAZN, . MBLEOEEGERRENMREERRBRTE
A, EPEHBHREEMSY  XEARKEEBE - VEESEGHN
A, IS RIS,

Since man, by his fall, made himself incapable of life by that covenant, the
Lord was then pleased to make a second covenant (e), commonly called the
covenant of grace. In it God freely offers life and salvation by Jesus Christ
to sinners, requiring of them faith in him, that they may be saved (f), and
promising to give his Holy Spirit to all those who are ordained to eternal life,
to make them willing and able to believe (g).

(e). 1N Gal 3:21
21, B BERHELITNESRYE? HFYFR | 228 —@EAEUABSESR
Tt  BRERAEFEEET,

#& Rom. 3:20-21
20. FRAALEMEN , RE—BARTEEEELFHEZR , RAEEEAEY
AHT,

21. BW1S , EHMEEFEEUNCKERER  BEENTANAERE ;
7 Rom. 8:3

3. BEBERBEE K ATRTH , LEFREEECHR T, KARSHN
FORET SRR , ERBRET R,
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£l Gen. 3:15
15. EXEBURMZARK AN , IROETNZANEBRTHHELEAEN. TAN
REESHRNE , RESHNRER.

2 of : B Isa. 42:6
6. BEBMEZLZANR , DEBHRIEHF , RTFR , FREZREHFRR (PR
RXAER ) EAFBARA |

% John 3:16

l6. EFEMA , BEERMWNBEFHREMLA  U—tIFHN , FERTRE
K&,

#& Rom. 10:6, 9
6. EEHRGBOMENMLR : "RFELVLER , #HEAZXLEER (RRE
ETEER)?

9. REORRBHRAE , DEELFUMREREE , RLEH. o

BX Rev. 22:17
17. EBAFIRPRK, EEMALZIRE, MBHALER, EZEHER L
M B EE R KE,

£E Acts 13:48
48. HNIPAERISTE RBET  HELFNE, ABEEKENASBET.,

#& Ezek. 36:26 - 27

26. RUEBBHRME—EF L , BFERERMBER , AR PR RiS
AL, BRRMEEL.

27. BASBOBRERMER , ERMIELROE , EPETRNAE,

#J John 6:37, 44 - 45

37. ARFIBBENA , DEREER, FREHRMN , RETEH .

4. BERRERRORIREIA , REHEIREERN, (HREERY ) |
RAREWBEE,

45 EEABLEER , THMABEFSNHI. o ABRL2HI. R2F
0, REREER,
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HBT 1 Cor. 12:3
3. FIUREFERM , HLFWEREN , SARPHMESTLAN, EF2W
(E) BREN , 1EERRIHKEEN,

g, TREZH, £ (ER) REFNEBN BN , NEMERE
HBMEE I , WisHBEBRAE THKEERREMBHN —11%,

This covenant of grace is sometimes presented in the Scriptures by the name
of a will or testament, with reference to the death of Jesus Christ (the
testator) and to the everlasting inheritance — with all that belongs to it —
bequeathed in it(h).

(h). 2R Heb. 9:15-17
15. RELETHNNPR, BAZIRBET AENZKAMENE , BURE
Z NBEFRENKENEE.
16. LAEW , VEZFINBETVART. (E@EXENFRE )
17. RBART , BmTERD , B EWHEE , FEMEERAEE,

. O E TERERK) B TRERA) NEESETE. BER®ZEZT
BU<EBRIIERS , B MR fe , REENERF  URER
BAANEMERNEE  BEEEBRERNEE MAEEEER
RHARAMANYN ; FEEENTHE , RABY BV ERYAEFFNE
BUREL , BEWBETEHNE , BXENHKE, ENBAE
%o

In the time of the law, this covenant was administered differently than in the
time of the gospel(i). Under the law, it was administered by promises,
prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the Passover lamb, and other types and
ordinances given to the Jewish people, all of which foreshadowed Christ to
come(j). These were, for that time, sufficient and efficacious, through the
work of the Holy Spirit, to instruct and build up the elect in their faith in the
promised Messiah(k), by whom they received complete forgiveness of sins
and eternal salvation. This covenant administration is called the old
testament(1).

(i). M 11 Cor. 3:6-9
6. WUBRMEREEFNNUE, TREEFTA , NRBEEE. RANF
ARMATE , BERWUAE, (BEREEE).
7. BAFZAERELBROBE  MEELY  EEUCHIARERT L&
X, THEBEMR, EXRFRIIREN,
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8. MRAMBENRE K STEREKE?
9. EREFNBERRE A BRNBEE A KABMBBEKT,

3R Hebrews chapters 8-10 = ( #EH#E )

#& Rom. 4:11

11. WHMAZTERBWEH , RISV HEEAFERNEDE, WhE—
PARZEEMEZANR , FHEALERAR.

78 Col. 2:11-12

1. RMERER , R TFRAFAITHNER K NEEEEMRMRERNE
(B8 ) A,

12. RMPBEZ AR —EESE  WHELEY —EEFE , BREMIUMERIEE
EELFENIA.

AKET 1 Cor. 5:7
7. RABRERNG K EELEERT , FERARETE.,. RARMARBS
M ( %XF ) EBERBRERT,

#KET I Cor. 10:1 - 4

1. BRAM, BFEERMATERS , BANEREIBEET , HFRBHE
B

2. BUEEEBESKETER,

3. WEHMET-BHER.

4, BEIBT —BHEK, FABHRERAEEZHMANEEE. BEAREE
=

R Heb. 11:13
13. BEEABLEFBEORN , UEESEHMESY  ARERERAHED
B, YARECEH LEEKR , 2FEN.,

% John 8:56
56. RFMAREANFEEREE

I

MOERNBEF. BBERT , BR%,

B0 Gal. 3:7-9, 14

7. FROMRPIELERUEAETOA , REGHIEN FR.

8. AEH (ER) BABAEY , LFEUANBARCHESE A RECHEETH
TANER . "EEHLERFEE. |
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9. ARMUBATHA , NBFLNEHNE—RBE.
14. EEMBHNENE , REEBRKR AT URIABACRMREFEAERF
W(EE),

5 Ps.32:1,2,5

( KEWIIET ) SHEEB , BEEHRFEN , EAREEN.

2. ALEREHRFE, BNETHEAERN , EAREEN.

5. BREEHEROE  TERRNE. RR , REABAEADRNOIBILR
BMERNOT, (HEH)

—_

AN EEERA  EEREEBZENRE  BERLONEGHTIREENE
B, OARNEIECERNAT  ELXEAAHHMD K MEEBRLE
REH , DBEARNER  AMEESLEKLFHER , EBEAAFTIA
BA, ExoABRBEREBENN D, ENBAHN. MUATESR
MEEAE LFEN "Bz, | DREFTANERAIR—@EMX
MR,

Under the gospel, Christ (the reality(m)) having been revealed, the
ordinances by which this covenant is dispensed are the preaching of the
Word and the administration of the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s
supper(n). Although these are fewer in number and are administered with
more simplicity and less outward glory, yet in them the covenant is set forth
in greater fullness, clarity, and spiritual efficacy(o) to all nations, both Jews
and Gentiles(p), and is called the new testament(q). Therefore, there are not

two covenants of grace differing in substance, but only one, under various
administrations(r).

(m). 78 Col. 2:17
17. EXREREBHER ; PERAZEE,

(n). KBTI Cor. 1:21
21, HABHCHES  BRRHLT  LFREZH (AFEE) BHsE
ERYABLENA, EMRLEFNWEET,

KX Matt. 28:19 - 20

19. FRAAMRME S , FERERNIIE  EXFEENS |, BHMMERE (RE
BAPIREERARFEENS )

20. RBRFATMHIRFIG , BHIMEMET  BREREMAEE Bt ROK
7.
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AKET I Cor. 11:23 - 25

23, REBEG/ERMN  REATESH  RETRHEENT—& , S
®,

24. MBT  RER R TERENSBE  ARMBN (BRELSEEMN)
RPEEMILT , AHERSH.

25. Rk , WBESEFAR , R, EFRARNWMOFAINTN. RASEBE
&, BT , AHREER. |

I Heb. 12:22 - 24

2. RMTBRRIBRIL , KELFHHE  REXLNBKRES. BEET
BHWXRE

23 BEHEXRLBRFZEMARNES , BFHRANBAEAEZEA

24, WFHHKFREBER , LR FTBH M ; EMATRN L AN mATRGEE,

% 11 Cor. 3:9 - 11

0. EREFNHEALY  DESNBE  SARMBKT,
10. BRRETERKN , HIEBANER  REFBELEKT,
1. BREEHERE  SRENHELELT,

BB Jer. 31:33 - 34

33. BPMIEER : "HE R FUR  REUBIIRFIIHNTIZRES | REKRK
WEEREMOAER , EEafoL. REEMAN LS  wMPEERN
K.

M, IS ATEHEECHHBSNBECH B RER , REFRRIBNE, XAt
MEm PN ERNBLERR. REREUFINFETELSMMNE
B, ERIBMERMN. 1

B& Luke 2:32
3. ERENBANE | NEHRIGTINLE,

& Acts 10:34
34, HERBOR  REEELFEFREA,
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38 Eph. 2:15- 19

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

MALBECHEE  BEEN, RN (L) ERELNRARAELT
T, FEACER—EFA , (i) ERHM T ML,
BETFZFRELBRTRMN , FEEETFR , M THA—B , BLEFNEF
T

W ARENTFHRZFHREFERNOA |, HIGIHEERN Ao
RARMAMTES MR —E (E ) BFrREER REH,

BE , RATBEAAN , NER , REERERE , REFRENAT,

B& Luke 22:20

20.

HREEBRESEAR , R "ENRAROAMINTHRABMRMR LR
E’go 4

N Gal. 3:8 -9, 14, 16

8.

9.

14.

16.

B (EE) RRBEEN  LFREUABARNGEER  RECERSEH
SRAFER . "EERLEREE. .

ARBUBERENA , NEEONEHNE-RER.
EFEUZBENENE , REEBRHRATURIABAERFAREESZFERT
W(E)E

FRERFNRRAEHENZNBFERN, LFIFRRIEFHR , EEHS
ATDRBRIFB—EFH , EE—EA , REEE,

#& Rom. 3:21-22, 30

21.
22.
30.

BUS EFNREREZUNCEEALR , BERENEARRE
MRLFNE K RENHKEE , G —tIHREHA , XREDH
LHFBR— , R ERERERZAECNAR , hZEREEBAREEHW

#& Rom. 4:3, 6-8

3
6.
7.
8

RERBEER. R: "DHRUFRELT  ENER/MNE. |
EMARFEBETRUN , RHERBNAREEN,

kiR - FMEHB, BEEHEN , EARBEN.
ETERBREN , EARBEN,

2% cf, : Bl Gen. 15:6

6.

DARMEERMNE , BBMER AL StV E.
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5 Ps. 32:1-2
. SREHB  BEEHREN  EAREEN.
2. ALEREHRTE  BHNETELAERN , EAREBEN.

7& Rom. 4:16-17, 23-24

16. FRA ( ABR%ER ) REAFE  BUMBFE , WEFEARK —U#
B TESRARETEEN SRR ETHNEZEN,

17. BHNZEMEN , EBRUEABREEREAEN LT  EZTEERE
AR, th (RE) S : "REKIRESEHR. 4

23. EAMBNENE , TREAMEN ,

24 LRARMBREBEARZAEN , BRRMERF LFERMAYZERERHR
REEEN A

K Heb. 4:2
2. AABESERRM, fEKGH—8  REMERNERMMER K ®
B EECETERMERN,

2 cf. : & Rom. 10:6-10

6. WHHAGLHNBMLR : "HRAELER : HEAINXLER (HMREE
HETEEBR) ?

7. RETIREER (HRSHEEEREELR) 2

8. MEEEERE? MR  SEMATE, EAROE , #HRLE, 1 RE
RMFTEE (X)) Wi,

0. MRENERBHKAEE  LESLFUEREEETE  MUABN.

10. RAALEME , MAUMER. DEAR , RAUERK.

AT 1 Cor. 10:3-4

3. WAHET-BHER

4, HEBBT —BHNEK TENESEARBSHMANEES  REAMEE
=

TR, =LFRA (BEEL ) NER. EEEE K BALTFER
TENRY, TETRABIER (JEKR) , MESH LFEFNED.

“Covenant of works” = God’s relation to pre-fall man. Emphasizes the testing

period.

If Adam should “work” properly, he would receive the blessings

promised by God.
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“Covenant of grace” = relationship of God to his people after man’s fall into
sin. Man became incapable of works which merits salvation; grace of God
becomes primary.

TR M TREZE, 2ER : BRZEH.

This division into “covenant of works” and a “covenant of grace”: much to
commend it.

TR, B LR EABERCHEARYTHRR  ERATLIE
IR, ARBIE B85, TERELLNAY , TREFTRH AN,
TR M TR,  wALFABEZENATHNEREMG
%\ﬁ:_ﬁo
It emphasizes the absolute necessity of recognizing a pre-fall relationship
between God and man, which required perfect obedience as the meritorious
ground of blessing. Adam cannot be regarded purely as a mythical figure.

This also provides an overarching structure to unite all of God’s relation to
fallen man.

s EFEREATENE 1%, RRERM . TESIHBENNH, BL
BB AFATREEHRS ; TREMBENNES , EX LR IERN,

Emphasizing the unity of God’s redemption avoids strong dichotomy between
OT & NT. The terminology may have limitations. But this distinction is
basically sound.

BALEARRLFRANBRES LD  BEA , BRERERD,
Two basic epochs of God’s dealing with man must be recognized: pre-fall and
post-fall.

LHFEABERNES , BRE—N. ARBBHAFATHEHE,
All the dealings of God with man since the fall must be seen as possessing a

basic unity. Yet, the terms used to designate these two epochs lacks
preciseness.

£IITRAZKL M TRHE K, R, F&ER: "1TA2H.
B RERHAMER. BEL , EFERANBR , LRBIERANE
Fo
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To speak of a covenant of “works” in contrast with a covenant of “grace”
appears to suggest that grace was not operative in the covenant of works. As a
matter of fact, the totality of God’s relationship with man is a matter of grace.

T, ABZECa LFRAHETEE (B #AALE , HLFER
WEERH ) ; AR, LHFABAKREAFMYNN , BAERAN, B
&, ELEE (17A, B ) LIFER, "RHEZN, ERETANE
E3

Although “grace” may not have been operative in the sense of a merciful
relationship despite sin, the creational bond between God and man indeed was
gracious. These terms further suggest: works have no place in the covenant of
grace.

AR (B #8 . & "Bz, B, TARFREEEMN,
But the Bible teaches that: works play a most essential role in the covenant of
grace.

EENGTA (JER) , AN FREAR T HE.
Christ works for the salvation of his people.

EERIER 6 AFANRMT & : ERMENZROLERN —B7.

He accomplished righteousness for sinners: this is essential to redemption.

BE EEBERENALERETA , fIRENENRE AL,

Those redeemed in Christ are “created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” (Eph.

2:10)

38 Eph. 2:10

10. RMFERMN T , CEERRELERY , BEURMTE , MR LFRGHEUR
M7,

(EfE) REREIEHE : LFERBLEANTABHAE.
Scripture consistently teaches that the final judgment of man shall be
according to works.

T, RERBRHE ; IRBHEBITA.
While salvation is by faith, judgment is by works.

BE 6 TAERA , REHl "fEci. w—F|E (—EEH ) M.

Further, the term “works” focuses on only one element of the creational bond.
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TIZER = WENALFFEHNITR.
Non-eating of the forbidden fruit = one “work™ which man as created had to
perform.

TR URMESZENER A MIAETIAHLFERLNE
.

Rather than seeing the broader implications of man’s responsibility to his
Creator, attention has been directed more exclusively toward Adam’s
probation-test.

[Note.] The contrast between giving full expression to the broader responsibilities of man at
creation and concentrating more particularly on the probation-test may be illustrated by a
comparison of question 20 of The Westminster Larger Catechism and the corresponding
statement (question 12) of The Westminster Shorter Catechism.

The Larger Catechism delineates rather fully God’s providence toward man at creation:

Q.20. What was the providence of God toward man in the estate in which he was created?

A. The providence of God toward man in the estate in which he was created was, the placing
him in paradise, appointing him to dress it, giving him liberty to eat of the fruit of the
earth, putting the creatures under his dominion, ordaining marriage for his help, and
instituting the Sabbath; entering into a covenant of life with him, upon condition of
person, perfect, and perpetual obedience, of which the tree of life was a pledge; and
forbidding to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, upon pain of death.”

The Shorter Catechism directs attention in question and answer to the “special” act of
providence toward man at creation:

Q.12. What special act of providence did God exercise toward man, in the estate wherein he
was created?
A. When God had created man, he entered into a covenant of life with him, upon condition
of perfect obedience; forbidding him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
upon pain of death.”

The catechisms clearly indicate self-consciousness in treating either the more general
“providence of God toward man” at creation (The Larger Catechism) or God’s “special act of
providence”: concerning the test of probation (The Shorter Catechism). Concentration on the
probation-test certainly is justified in the light of the pivotal role of this test in God’s original
relationship to man. Yet the inherent possibility of failing to remember the broader context of
creational obligations ought to be noted.

Rt , "RIE#. M "RE2, Bk TiITRAZNL M TR
. ERE,

Because of these limitations in the terminology “covenant of works” and
“covenant of grace”, the terms “covenant of creation”: and “covenant of
redemption” may serve much more appropriately as categorizations of God’s

bond with man before and after the fall.
(Meredith G. Kline, By Oath onsigned, Grand Rapids, 1968, p. 37.)
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"RlEH,  LEREEFAEREAYNN., "REZN, BRAEE
®REL EFIENK,

The “covenant of creation” = the bond which God established with man by
creation. The “covenant of redemption” encompasses the various
administrations by which God has bound himself to man since the fall.

3. EN ) ¥71#9 01d Covenant / New Covenant

AEEEc®  HEBERARY  REFHANGEEELNERY, 28
ZEl, BMAZKWES TEN, EBcR , mAZKNES THN. .

In God’s dealings with fallen man, the incarnation of Christ represents the
most basic differentiation-point. The bond of God with man before Christ
may be called “old covenant,” and the bond of God with man after Christ may
be called “new covenant.”

BWNR B 1. BE ; iINE  je. HE. ER.
The “old covenant” may be characterized as “promise,” as ‘“shadow” as

“prophecy;” the “new covenant” may be characterized as “fulfillment,” as
“reality,” as “realization.”

(FERE) WEBNEENERE . BONES  EFNGITE
B, 2,

The entire structure of the letter to the Hebrews builds on this basic distinction.
Essential to the Epistle is the promise in the old covenant achieving
fulfillment in the new.

REE (MPUAE) FTELIEHNER ; REEN , REVNHFONY
#o

In Galatians Paul sets several dynamic concepts over against one another.
Most importantly, he developed the distinction between the old covenant and
the new.

REWEH  BHEREEAY AR (Judaizers) B TEZEHR, MFHNEN
rE g

ol o

Purpose: to contrast the legalism of Judaizers with the grace of the new
covenant.
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in Gal. 2:14 - 16

14, BR—FMMITHTE , BESNEETRS , RERATDNEEZER | REIREA
A, EEABAITE , THREAAITE , EEEMEIAIBAREBEAAR,

15. RPEERNBAA , FTEABHREA ,

16. BABARBE K TRETEE , NRRGEHHEE  EXMLE T EBEK , £1K
MEEEERR , TRTEEBE , RANENORY , RE—ARTEEBR.

AN Gal. 3:1
. EANMAAG  BHREET+58 , SLEEERMIRAT | 3 XX T 4R
2,

N Gal. 4:31-5:2
43180, ERER , RMFRELNRL , NEETRANRLZT.,
52. RRBESFRM , 5922  EERERMERT.,

IR, RERHEBEHER  REFTREXENHE,
But, in order to heighten that distinction, he sets up several secondary
contrasts.

RTBERBREIZNEN , RALEEFTIRBHRNEEZEH R E
HYBA R

To avoid a blatant misreading of the apostle’s primary intention, it is essential
to consider these secondary contrasts as they relate to his primary purpose.

BHETERERENTIERE (PLRE) K REZIEHENYERE
¥,

Unless the central argument of the apostle is kept in view, an absolutizing of
relative contrasts may mislead the reader seriously.

REAGHMENHR , BRELKGRRE ; I , F—EAHRIEE
HH,

Paul modifies each of the contrasts he sets up, except one contrast he
maintains resolutely.

HEREBRTNEAORNAE |, FERE-MBIFRD,
No compromise is made between the destructure proposals of the Judaizers
and the gospel.
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REFNHMGHER  BIFEEELNE R,
Every other contrast made by Paul enforces the absoluteness of this essential
distinction.

B, RESREBRRZONBRESL , MFHNEH,

First, Paul contrasts the whole period before the coming of Christ with the
new covenant age.

REHRE (HEERNE ) RRUER , AE (RESHHNE ) BIX
RYBF A,

The period “before faith came” contrasts drastically with the time in which
“faith has come.”

hn Gal. 3:23, 25

23, BEREAMNE , EARUEL , BRMIWETERELT , EEIRERNEEE
Bt 3K,

24, EREERBRMIIENGE , I RMIELEDE  FRAREES.

25. BEREARNE , BAKE , RMURERTEMENF T T,

EEERRT , REMAGLHER  EXeRBTEL,
The coming of Christ, and his consequent position as object of faith, has
altered the entire course of history.

REBEER , LFHFANTETERBOIEONER,
God’s dealings with men cannot return to the old patterns once the Christ has
come.

BAORNAERERN , RAMAREEREECREELNEAF
&

[= ¢

Judaizers’ error: they do not know the radical difference Christ’s coming
made for history.

RENHRHBEAZBHN , ORE —@EFG  EETFERAZRANE
B,

Yet with all the force of the absolutes in Paul’s presentation, a modification is
present. The very same gospel was “preached beforehand” to Abraham.

i Gal. 3:8
8. Y H (ER) BABAEYR , LFEUABAREES  AECEESREMNE
. TBESSERREE. o
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SANESHRBREANEEAREN VA,
Along with Abraham the believer, the Christian today enters into his state of
blessedness.

AN Gal. 3:9
9. ARBLMEBARMA , NEELNEANLE—FEE.

Fill, RE—BERE , EEREUFINUERNESE , REHTRN,
BENNHOREBETEAN, IR, 5 —AEF , LHFNREHE (K
&) R E — Y.

From one perspective, an absolute antithesis may be drawn between the
periods of history before and after the coming of Christ. The old covenant and

the new covenant are radically distinct from one another. But there has always
been a single way of salvation.

[Note.] The primary reference to the period “before faith came” in Gal. 3:23 contrasts
specifically the Mosaic period with the present age. But this fact does not permit the marking
off of the Mosaic period so that it stands alone in old covenant history as a time in which
“faith” had not “come.” Clearly men were saved by grace through faith alone in Moses’ time
as well as in Abraham’s time. The phrase must include the Abrahamic period as well, even
though “law” was not functioning in the same manner under Abram as it was under Moses.
The coming of “faith” in Gal. 3;23, whether it be understood objectively or subjectively, sets
the historical period after the coming of Christ over against the historical period before his
coming.

HR, REHR T AN EREMNERERH,
Secondly: Paul contrasts the Abrahamic and the Mosaic periods of the Old
Testament:

hn Gal. 3:15- 19

15. B2, REBEANERER , HARANXY , BEEEIET , ML EREER
yIIE:- {8

16. FREMNRRETHAENGTRRN ; LEYTERRTR , EEHFZA, IR
REB—EFER, BE—BA  REEE,

17. RR/EER , LFREFIMNG , TEHBEE =T EUBNEEEE , WESSR

REZ,
18. BRERSEE  BATEE  RAATEY  BL¥RBERTTELBRTAN
=,

19. BEMMK , HERR/EBEENRE ? RRABEA LY , SRBREFFHFHRRE
I B RFERELRRZFERIIMN,
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REBEHS AZLFNRITIRBEE (ETEE) , DRBE
=

The apostle plainly says: the inheritance of God’s blessing is not based on law,
but on promise.

RELBAREZKN , NEANFERFF2OEULER,

Paul e sets the Mosaic covenant of law over against the Abrahamic covenant
of promise.

IR, REERFWMWEN , ROPHENESTNBEARNBES
Yet: Paul’s purpose is to distance the true gospel from the Judaizers’ false
gospel.

e RAR © (— ) BERF (B# ) BEENEE M (=) BEEEE
ENHE.

His discussion focuses on law as isolated from promise and its fulfillment in
Christ.

HE  BERENEE  #RRRTIEXREFRHMEE (EFTRLT
MOE ). BEEER (BH ) NEERSE  RTAUREFEAES ;
R REEERERER,

Law under Moses never was intended to function apart from promise.

Separated from promise (which reached fulfillment), law never could make
sinners righteous.

HEERENSS , FAELFEER , RERTANE NP (B
H ) FE5T,

Promise as under Abraham was the only way by which sinners could be
justified before God throughout the history of the old covenant.

HARBEHRBREEANESN , IRMEREANE K BANA—IW ; E
BRI ARV EEER , IERMZA

While Paul vigorously sets promise over against law, he sees a basic unity
between the Abrahamic and the Mosaic covenants in contrast with the
Judaizers’ legalism.

REZDATIBHNER , BEHBARNEEETER ;, EEFT TMHENE
v
Ho

He focuses on the legal requirement of circumcision as that point which
distinguishes the anti-gospel of the Judaizers from the true gospel of Christ.
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MPANELEZER (FEEE )  EERHBMAER,

If the Galatians should receive circumcision, Christ will not benefit them.

i Gal. 5:2
2. BRRBEHREM , £23iE , EEHERMAERT,

AREMERS  ARREAERHNFECN (FTEEAEEEZN) B
HEN., EFERA  REVCEPRERANER , FTREANENHIM
BAENG ; MEMARNBRELSR (XAFTIABNER )  NEEBEH
T (#ERH, BSO0B3Y) NB&.

Yet, circumcision historically was initially instituted under the Abramic
covenant of promise, rather than the Mosaic covenant of law. This fact clearly
indicates that the ultimate contrast in Paul’s mind is not between the

Abrahamic and the Mosaic covenants, but between the way of justification
advocated by the Judaizers and the way of justification provided by Christ.

EENFR-REFEZ T —HROBTNBET , g (AR ) BELE
ENDA. TR, BELER K BRERKRE  BNARBNAR , BEE
BE K EBREBIK

When God’s people lived under shadowy revelations & rituals, circumcision
served a function. The “husk™ of externalities had a useful purpose. But now
that the reality has appeared in history, insistence on continuation of the husk-
forms insults and nullifies the reality.

L, REHARYERMEZNNERF 2K, R LEF "B, K-
By, REEHMM A EENREA  FEZOALREEERT 2,

Thus, the emphatic antithesis in Paul between the “law-covenant” and the
“promise-covenant” must not be detract from the unity of God’s dealings
under the covenant of redemption. Elsewhere Paul clearly affirms that the law
- covenant did not annul the covenant of promise.

AN Gal. 3:17
17. REEESR : TLHEBEMIMNKN , TAEWBNE=+EUENELEE | WES
BREZ, |
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E (MR KE) 42526, REFBEHRBR THSHWERES , M1 LEER
%ﬁk/'ﬂ

Ultimately in Galatians 4, Paul specifically traces the antithesis which he has
in mind to the contrast between the “present Jerusalem” and the “Jerusalem
above” (Gal. 4:25 - 26).

25. EERC-FRIEFDNAMNEL , BRENBEBCEE. RERBRESAb R
LERZB/WH
26. {BHRHE LWERRRHMSREEN , REMNE,

RERINESHERES , REERBARSEEZZONTHE (B
R )

By his reference to the “present Jerusalem,” Paul alludes to the understanding
of the Mosaic law-covenant maintained by the contemporary Judaizers.

W, ARBEERNBEAOREEER  RKXKTHEN,

The new covenant stands in starkest contrast with the legalism of the Judaizers.

ARBEAEEENNRE  RETSFARLFREBLEENOE,
But this misappropriation of the Mosaic law-covenant cannot be equated with
God’s original intention in giving the law.

BATREEAN THREERN ; RENRBERREAEETMHMNIER.
Judaizers of Paul’s day were not correct in their understanding of Mosaic law.
The full force of the apostle’s polemic is directed against their misunderstanding.

BEMENEER  MAREERREN THEERANE ?
Here is the key question: Were the Judaizers correct in their understanding of
the Mosaic law?

ERRMLERE . LFIEEE (EHEFER) BEA , REUAA
ko

Indeed, law in distinction from promise was given to reveal sin.

B0 Gal. 3:19

19. EERE , FERA/EEENRE, FREABILARLEN , SHRIBREFH FHRRE,
I B RFERELRRZFRRIIMN,
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IERELIRELRRET ANREREER , RAREREFANESE

(self-trust) o

The radicalness of this exposure of human depravity is seen in the fact that the
law, by its very form, was calculated to uncover sinful man’s inclination to
self-trust.

RE/ERE , AN ENNRT , EXRANFENEFF2N , RRTE
B, AIREFHEMNAR , T BT EFRBURN "B, -3t
MEEERM. BUMHMORESER , KA &,

Thus Sinaic covenant sharply contrasts with Abraham’s promise-covenant.
But this contrast must not rupture the unity and progress of the revelation of
the covenant redemption. Old and new covenants merge into a basic harmony.

DHENEZHNER 2N, ERURELFRANGEH LRS-, 7
=, BARNAENEENEE B  REHEN. MEHYURBY
B,

Abrahamic and Mosaic coveanants unite in the purposes of God’s grace. But
no unifying factor whatsoever arises to harmonize the message of the
Judaizers with the message of Christ. This antithesis is absolute.

EHFHIMZHE (covenant administration) EARIBHEFRENER, EZ
THEET LFEHEMFRNFE. TREFNNS RS ERERR
W —BHEER.

Diversity indeed exists in the various administrations of God’s covenant. This

diversity enriches the wonder of God’s plan for his people. But the diversity
ultimately merges into a single purpose overarching the ages.

EMZERT LFHNNZ At , BATUERES —RBHOPMEFAN 2
Bl -

Having considered the diversity among God’s covenants, the historical
manifestations of the covenant of redempotion may be categorized according
to their specific emphases:

DEBHRZY Adam: the covenant of commencement
s - RIFZAY Noah: the covenant of preservation
DRNE B2l Abraham: the covenant of promise
BEw . @EEei Moses: the covenant of law
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RE: BEZN David: the covenant of the kingdom
HE =Rz Christ: the covenant of consummation

B ER -

Significant aspects of the divine covenants in their diversity:

) TRIEZHN.) HERENAER "HREZO. - MANBERNRMEEHAE
By, EERE , AENENARRT ; MEB®T.

The ultimate purpose of the covenant of creation finds realization in the
covenant of redemption. The intended goals of the two covenants
correspond. By redemption, the original purposes of creation are
achieved — or even excelled.

2) "HE2H ., TRKEHMNZH (covenant administration) , B & 5 #
(£ ) WER. MEFHRIENR, HRE , BRNBEAT EHIH
Z 5k,
The various administrations of the covenant of redemption relate
organically to one another. They do not replace one another

chronologically. Instead, each successive covenant expands on previous
administrations.

3) "HREZKN., BEFANESNEN  EEEEASE  BR. 28R
=Y, NN ER. LFRENER , T2RREEES L,

Each of the shadowy, prophet administrations of the covenant of
redemption (dotted lines) finds its fulfillment in Christ, the personal
embodiment of the new covenant. In him is found the fulfillment of all
God’s covenant purposes.
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